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Advertifement. 



^EVERAL rcafons concurred to ui^ 
the Editor to this publication. The 
critical fituation of public aiFairs feem- 
ed to require an extraordinary diffu- 
fion of political knowledge ; yet, in 
the common courfe, but few of the 
millions, who are fo deeply interefted 
Sn the refult of parliamentary debates^ 
can be admitted to an audience of* 
them. Sometimes, the Members fliut 
their galleries againft the intrufion of 
any of their Conftituents ; and it is 
always a {landing order, from the open«- 
ing of the feffion, to prohibit the pub^" 
lication of their debates. Under thefe 
circumftances, an authentic account of^ 
the firft day's debate, put forth at this 
date, will clearly avoid any breach of 
that order, and, without expofing the 
Conftituents to crowding in the gal- 
lery, to iurnifh them with their Re- 
prefentatives Speeches, taken down 
With the ftrideft fidelity, cannot but 
afford them fomc amufement, and in- 



Digitized by 



£ vi ] 

real ufe. Befides, tie £r/l daylf 
te' is-genetally a kind of outline;. 
e debates ot" the whole lefinm 5 fd 

a critical obferver, by^coriteni- 
ng the buds and fcedlings ot this 

eloquence, may calculate . what 
se of radical ftrength they poilef^ 

far they will expand and bloom, 
whether they are hardy enough tci 
. the winter. 

he Editor cannot but feize this op- 
mity to thank thofe Gentlemen 
have furniflied him with the moji 
mtic materials for fome of the 
rhcs, which, they wiU i^^^ 
■e> lae has co^m^ j^hatim from 
naanuferipts— and hp feicerely 
their having atppcared in print 
e they are fpoken, will hot deter 
feveral Gentlemen from delivefring 
L with their ufual appearance ^ 
?/>^r^ eloquence* 



ANTICIPATION, &c. 



Dom.Comm. yovis. ^6 Nov. die. 

^ jinno ig^ Georgti III Regis, 1778. 



r^IR Francis M ^^H j gentleman-ufher 
1^ of the bkttk rod, having, with the 
ufual folemriity, at half paft two o'clock, 
given three admonitory rajj« at the door of 

the H— -e of C- ns, and being thereupon 

admitted, and having proceeded towards the 
table, yvrith three progrefiive bows, acquaint- 
ed the S r, * that his M -y com- 
manded their immediate attendance in the 
H — e of L — ds, where Toon ' after his 

M- -y delivered his moft gracious fpeech 

to both Houfes j which we fhould give at 
length, having an accurate copy now before 
us, but that many reafons concur to induce us 

* It was obferved the S r was remarkab\jr civil to 

tfce new Attornty Gi^ntfral, as fuppofed upon his fuc- 
ceeding to that great ob}e£l of his wifhes, which leaves 
Sir F -ry fome chance of a Chief Julticefhip and a 
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rather to give a general iketeh of' it. It i§ 
fearcely neceflary to fay, that refped: to that 
great perfonage is the principal of^thofe mo- 
tives : It is alio univerfally felt, that the merit 
of thofe fpeeches confills much lefs in the 
compofitibn than in the delivery. Befides, 
as an authentic if/ack letter copy of this fpeech 
will infallibly appear, vre have too high a 
rclpedl for ottr good ff iefids MefTrs. the Haw- 
kers and Criers of this great metropolis, to 
rob them of any part of the fruits of their 

annual eloquence on this occafion The 

Ipeech began by faying. 

That the fituation of public affairs induced 
him to call them thus early together, that 
they might more fully enter into the various 
and important concerns which would natu- 
rally engage their attention. 

That he had reafon to hope that the 
fchemes which the natural enemies of this 
country, in conjundion with their unnatural 
allies^ had meditated againft us in the Weft- 
Indies, notwithflanding fome appearance of 
fuccefs, might, ander Divine Providence, 
fail in the objeiff of diftreffing the commer- 
cial intereft of his people, which, it gave 
him fatisfadion to obferve, had hitherto 
continued to flourifh amidllthe calamities of 
war, while that of the enemy had received 
the moil material injuries^ 

That 
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That he could not but behold with paftl- 
^rular pleafore the zeal and ardour /hewn by 
all his Jubjedts on this eniergency, which 
had fully leciired the fafety of this country, 
s and convinced our enemies that every attempt 
\, agamft the internal profperity of Great Bri- 
tain muft prove ineffedhial, 

That he continued to receive the njortf 
friendly aflurances of the pacific difpofitiojus 
of the other powers of Europe. 

That his defire of re-eftabliftiing the ge- 
neral tranquility could not be doubted j and 
I as he had not been the firft to difturb th^ 
peace, fo he (hould embrace the earlieft op* 
portunity of putting an en4 to the^ horrors 
of war, whenever that defirable ep4 could be 
cfFedted, confiftently with the honour of his 
crown, and the intereft of his fubjeds, which 
he (hould ever be careful to preferve. 

That his faithful G-mm-ns might depend 
on the proper officers immediately laying her 
fore them the eftimate for jhe expences of 
the enfuing year. 

That he lamented that the prefent fitua-* 
tion of affairs fhould oblige him to call upoa 
his faithful fubjefts i^i any additional fup^ 
plies^, but ^ 

That his faithful C-mm-ns might depend 
on the ftrickeft cecconomy on his part, in 
the application of fuch fums as they fliould 
•fudge nccelTary for the public fervigc, an4 

^ 8 « he 
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he doubted not they, would fee, the expedi- 
ency of providing for fuch contingencies as^ 
might arife from the continuance of war^ 
and the meafures necelTary^to be taken for 
the re-eftabliftiment of peace upon an ho- 
nourable and permanent foundation. 

It concluded with relying on the wifdom 
and unanimity of Parliament ; on the good 
condudtofhis Generals and Admirals ; on 
the valor of his Fleets and Armies 5 and oa 
the zeal and fpirit of all his faithful fubjeSs. 

Upon the return of the C ns to their 

Houfe, the fpcech having been read as ufual 
from the chair, a motion for an Addrefs^ 
conformable to the fcveral fentence? in the 
ipeech, and expreffive of the firmnefs and 
unanimity of the Houfe at this important 
crifis, was made and feconded by two young 
Members; the particular phrafcology of 
which leading fpecches wq^lhall not retail, 
it beicg univcrfally admitted that the 
rhetoric applied to thefe occafioas, is 
not very replete witb originality. Our 
readers will cafily imagine the proper quan- 
tity of tropes and mcta .i4^ors, apologies for 
inexperience, clegant^f; timidities, graceful 
blufhes, ftudied hefitations, army fafc at 
New-York, fleets likewile fafe, individuals 
enriched, perfedt content at home, nothing 
wanting but unanimity in councif, &c. Sec* 
&c. which ornamented and enriched thefe 

annivca:-^ 
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unnivcrfary panegyrics. We (hall haftcii 
therefore to the more material part of th? 
debate, whicji commenced by the following 

fpeech from LordG— ^yti^P^^P^^nfi^he^^^ 

amendment. f<^^/a^M^^»^ ifC^^ii^^ 

Lord Gr^ — fy. Confcious of my own 
inability, and finking under the fenfe of my g — bj. 
little knowledge or experience, totally un- 
provided with any ideas for the prefent occa- 
lion, and abfolutely ignorant not only of the 
forms but even the modes of proceeding in 
this houfe, may I, Sir, in this ftate of imbe- 
cility, be permitted to take the lead on this 
iirft: and moft important day of the feflion ? 
May I, Sir, all unequal to fo arduous a tafk, 
\>o allowed to didtate, if not to the whole 
houfe> at leaft to this fide of it, the proper 
and only coiifl:itutional method of compelling 
^inifl:ers to filrnifh us with the means of dis- 
covering fonae errors in their condudl ; and 
to enable U3 to demonftratc to the nation at 
large their total incapacity for filling the 
places which they now hold ? — There was 
a time. Sir, when this fide of the houfe would 
hot tan^ely acquiefce in fo dangerous a prece- 
dent as any minifter'$ retaining his pffice for 
the unconftitutionaj duration of fcven years, 

* Exempli gratia, for whether it: is his Lordflifp's 
^ Speech, or Lord J. Ovcndlfli's, or Sir W. Marodith's, 
'<)r Sir G. Yd«mg's, &c. thefubjed matter and ftile, with 
a few exceptioA'Si is of courfe much the fame. 

Have 
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Have wc forgot. Sir, the great name of 
Pulteny f Pulteny, Sir ! the virtuous Pul- 
teny! Pulteny, the wonder of the age? 
Pulteny, that ftcady Patriot, whofe Hercu- 
lean eloquence overcame the Hydra of cor- 
ruption • or have vy^e forgot. Sir, that inef- 
timable charader of our own times, whofe 
virtues compelled the admiration of this pro- - 
fligate age ; whofe memory excites the ve- 
neration of every patriot mind ? Let it no% 
be objed:ed that thefe illuftrious characters 
'^ere dazzled by the fplendour of a coronet : 
I will not anfwcr fuch frivolous remarks :— - 
Sir, I wander from the queftion : Yet let me / 
remind this Houfe, that thofe great patriots 
were ever foremoft in taking that part which 
now falls to my lot. They, Sir, were ever 
ready to awaken the fears, and rouze the 
apprehenfions, of the Country Gentlemen ; 
and that. Sir, is my objedt : — They, Sir, 
compelled Adm-n-ftr-t— n to difclofe the 
iniTioft recefs of official iniquity ; and that. 
Sir, that is alfo my^inteption. Sir, with 
this view, I fliall humbly move you, that 
in place of the prefent Ad^jpefs, which I 
cannot but confider as the felfifii penegyric 

*cf Adm-n-ftr-t~n, immediately aftcF the 
general expfe)(fions of refpeft for his M 

y the following words may be fubftituted, ii> 
ordef to our acquiring that full and compre- 
3^n§ve knowledge of |)ttbli9 a^airs, ^hich 
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is Co mdifpenfably neceflkry at the opcnmy 
of this interefting and important feffion of 
P-rl—m-nt. 

Your Ij^ithfut C-mm-ns, deeply im- 
preffed with a fenfe of your M y^s un- 
wearied anxiety to promote the dignity and 
glory of Great Britain, cannot but lament 
the many unhappy circumftances which 
have confpired to difturb your M— — y's 
happinefs, and to prejudice the interefts and 
honour of this country. When we find that 
the moft liberal lupplies for our naval equip-- 
ments have as yet produced none of thofc 
happy effefts which mi^ht reafonably have 
been expedled to be derived from fo power-, 
ful an armament, particularly under the di- 
reftion of an officer of experienced condudt 
and courage, we cannot but exprefs our fe- 
rious apprehenfions of fpme fatal mifcon- 
du<a, either on the^ part of Adminiftration, 
by forming indecifive and contradidtory in- 
ftrudlions for the diredlion of the Navy, or, 
in the particular department for naval af- 
fairs, of fome mifapplication of thofe liberal 
fupplies, which, if wifely and faithfully ap- 
plied, could not have failed under divine 

providence, and your M y*s wifdom^ 

of obtaining the moft falutary efFeds. 

For thefe reafons, we, your M — — y's moft 
faithful C-mm*ns, moft humbly intreat 
your M— y to order the proper Officers 

to 
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to lay Before tfie'Houie, copiesf of the fe-* 
crfet inftrudtioTis for the qonduft of the Fleet 
commanded by Admiral K-pp-1— ertimates 
of the quantity of ballaft ufed in the feveral 
fiiips of the diviflori of the fleet commanded 
by Admiral K-pp-l~bills of parcel of the 
number of fquare y^rds of fail-cloth, toge- 
ther with famples of ' ditto> intended to be 
lifed in the divifion of the Fleet commanded 
by Vice Admiral' Sir H-gh P.ll-f-r— fuc- 
cin6t accounts of the quota of bifcuits, and 
ratio of lalt-bee'f diftributed iii the Fleet—- 
faithful tranfcfipts of the feveral Log-Books 
of each vefTel — abftrafts of all lietters, notes, 
and mefTages that paffed a^d repafTed^* off 
Ufhant, between the Admirals and Ph-l-p 
St-v-ns, Efq. during the courfe of laft fum- 
iher- — and, finally, minute copies of all 
counts unfettled or pafTed, open or clofed,. 
paid or unpaid, between the Coinmiffioners 
of the Navy, and all forts of Manufadurcrs, 
Sailors^ Coiitradtprs, &c. &c, &c. employed 
By them for thefe twenty years laft paft — — - 
It is from a minute inveftigation of thefe im- 
portant papers^ that your .M ' y's moft 
faithful C-nini-ns can alone derive juft 
grounds for cenfure or exculpation. And, 
however laborious this inveftigation may 
prove, we, your M— ^ — y's moft faithful 
C-mm-ns, beg leave to affure your M— : — 
We ftiall moft readily devote our utmoft at- 

tentton 
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tention to To falutary a fludy. In order to 
promote a quic^ diipatoh of public bulinefs at 
this momentous and awcful criiis, and to give 
vigour and cffcft to thofe meafures which 
your M— y, in your great wifdom, may 
diink neccflary to lecurc the fafcty, intereft, 
and honour of Great Britain." 

Such, Sir, is the amendment which I 
have the honour to offer to the confidera- 
tion of this houfe. It will immediately 
ibrikc you. Sir, that in the accounts which 
I propoie to have fubmitted to the iavefU* 
||ation of P-rl~m-nt, I have avoided afk- 
ing for one fcrap of paper, that is not ab*-* 
^Hutely neceflary to be lecn and thoroughly 
ftudied by the Houfe. Should it, however, 
ilppcar neceffary to Gentlemen to aJJ to th^ - 
lift of thefe official documents, I am fare 
i (hali not oppofe fuch an improvement to 
tiic motion, t^ whatever quantity it may 

Mr. G^-rg- S-tt-n feconded the motion Mr. G-g- 
for the amenament, beginning with a fimi- ^'"'^ 
lar acknowledgement of his incapacity, his 
inexperience and ignorance of P-rl~m-nt-ry 
adfairs ; declining therefore to enter into any 
ftirther argument, the lubjed having been 
difcuiled in fo full and able a manner by 
kis moft noble couiin. 

Mr. W-l'b^re EU-s^ in reply, threw out Mr. 
itaaflv faracioua and novel obfervatiojis» He ^j}:^'^ 
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faid that he highly commended the cautloii 

and circumfpedtion of the noble Lordy but,r 
that in his opinion, a more proper time 
would arrive, about fix months after Chrift- 
mas, for entering into the details propofed 
by the Amendment; as, at that period. Ad-, 
miniflration would certainly l^ave^more lei-- 
fure for furnifhing the papers now called 
for. ' \ \ 

He very properly obierved,^ tjiat feleding 
thefe few curious articles of poilitical intelli- * 
gehce from a variety of mifcellaneous papers^ 
would require fome (hort time, together with 
no fmall degree of difcernment, not to men,-, 
tion feveral thoufands of extra clerks. He. 
faid, he had taken the trouble to naake a mpft. 
ferious inveftigation into the Journals,^ the 
Votes, the Delbates, and all the P-rl— m-nt-ry ; 
, Records of this country 5 and he was free ta 
fay, that notv^ithftanding it might at firft ap-, 
pear rather a novel idea, yet it was his Qpi-, 
nion, that Tie Addrefs on the firft day was a 
' matter of compliment. Nay, touching the ' 
matter hefore him, (and weighty and p9\y-, 
erful indeed it was) after the'^moft mature* 
and ferious deliberation, daily and nightly,, 
he w^ould for once venture to hazard a rhe- * 
torical, a figurativ^e expreflion, ta wit, that^ 
the Addrefs was atl eccho, as it were, a, • 
complimentary eccho, of his.M — — y's moft 
gracious fpeech.— He hinted, that, if any. 

Gentleman 
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<jehtlemaii wilhed for particular enquiries, 
be would, as an old Member, long converf- 
ant with the forms of the Houfei tell Him^ 
that certainly a Committee might be ap- 
pointed to carry on any public enquiry; and 
he believed luch Committees were not un- 
frequent.! — And here he remarked, that^ 
from air his refearches, it appeared to him, 
that the conftitution of this country was of 
a triple nature — K-ng— L-rds-*-ahd C-m- 
m-ns—that, thefe three oppofite *and re* 
pelling powers, reciprocally ballanced and 
counteracted each other ; at the fame time 
that they contributed to the proportion and 
* harmony of the whole. — He took occafion 
to obferve, that freedom of Debate was clear- 
ly a P-rl— m-nt-ry privilege, and he would 
pledge himfelf to proye that every* Member 
in that Houfe was a reprefentative of his 
(ponftituents^, 

For thefe reafons, he concluded with dif- 
fenting from the Amendment as trite, ab- 
^Irufe, dangerous, and frivolous, 

Davf^d Harffy, Efq. * obferved, that thefe D-v-d 
were no times for flattery ^ud empty adula- g^f^ 

♦ Here Mr, B-mb»r G-rfc-s-ne^ headed the dinner 
troop, which followed him with great precipitation-^ 
at the fame time departed Sir John I rw-n and Mr^ 
S4)w^n, with his Honour Mr. B^d^n^II, of whom great 
enq uiries were made, refpe6ling the prefent arrangements 
the Opera,--rJ^or were there wanting many cries, for 

' • C 3 lion 
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tioh*--^Fof liis part^ 1^ fhould eater 
large into the rife and origin of all Colonic;;^ 
ancient and modern, into the hiftory of 

. Taxation, and its effeds on every ftate that 
had excrcifed it over its colonies i and thca 
review the caufe^ comroencenacnt, and coa^ 
duft of the wKole American war. He felt 
how ardous, how complicated a tafk this 
touft prove to himfelf, and how difficult fiHr 

- the Houfe to underftand. That, to kflca 
that difficulty, both to the Houfe and tq 
himfclf, he would adopt the mo& logical 
method to give clearne^ and per%i€uity tor 
fych a multitude and divcrfity of idead j awl 
for that purpofc, he begged Gcntkmen td 
take notice, that he ftiould divide hit 
j^eech into four and twenty grand divifi(m6i 
Cfich of which would contain as many fub- 
divifi9ns, which fubdivifions Ihould tlfo btt 
feparately difcuflcd in equal number oS fee* 
tioDS, each fedion ta be fpilt alfo into the 
f^mc number of heads^i lb that with, gtind 
dividons, fub^-diviiions,. fedions, and heads^ 
the nunaber of diftindt propofitions would 
amount to feveral thouiands ; b^ that Gen^ 
tlemcn, by attending'' clofcly, and correftly 
taking down the number of any jparticular 
argument, fhould have an immediate expli* 
tit anfwer to any query touching^that indi-* 
vidual number : * andf he flattered himfelf^ 
this numerical logic and arithmetic of eW 

i|ueiicc 
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i|uciice wotild greadj tend to ehnfy ibMt 

Tq follow t^s gpHtkouu^ thro' even one 
hi$ grand diyifion^, was a» ^fjc much bd« 
yonci tfae utoioft rapidiljr pf a. ihoft-hand 
i0irri|ter. Indeed the noifefFon^ parts of^ 
^he hQuit wa& tq e|(csefl|vey diffing the feveral 
hours which he e^girpl^d in ^if kborioos 
harangue^ that it waa (oCalW isnpoffible to 
catch up aaj thing beyond the mutilated 
fragments, and ruins^ &£ his oratory. At 
length bowevef the houfe funk into a fuddiea 
caLoit upon the diiclo^ure of a £11^9 which 
ieexned to ftartle even the wildeft zealots o^ 
faftion. — For> after every other argument '* . 
was exhaufted to So little purpofe, inflamed \ 
by difappotntment, and hurried^ as we aire 
willing to fupppfe, by the violence of patri« 
ptifni># the HohowaUe Cktatkclian avowed to 
the Houfe, that one of his grounds for de* 
nouncing ruin to his country Syas 6ts priv^tfi 
imwkdge of iyR. FKAHKLYH'sJintiment$(m 
that bead. ♦ Dr. Pran»klyi][ (he exclaimed) 
the Cromwell of his age^ t)r. Fraiiklyn, An^r 
jbaiSador Pknipotentiary frqai America to 
France^ is ray moft intimate and moll cordial 
friend r He went on by declaring, 

Jhe had palled gfeat part of the^ fummer Ai 

Here Sir Ga^T C-«-9^a eai^ at apeis^ and begun 
, ii^ take pixssis 
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. Paris, wIA Dir. Franklyn, in the meft utf'- 
referved communication of f^ntimerits aftd 
fads ; and he concluded with repeating, the 
joint refult of his own and Dr. Franklin^ 
4eliberation that the glory of England was 

deftroyed for ever ! This extraordinary 

confcffion produced however no violent 
cfFedl. Miriifters feemed to receive it with 
a contemptuous pity, not uri mingled with re^ 
dicuJe^^ when Mr. W^^^^ s finding the little 
fiiccefs of ferious treafon, rofe, an4 indulge4 
liimfclf in the more ludicrous ftile of it, 

Mr. Mr. W-^ s X adverted with fonae degree 

W-lfe.j. pf humom- to the inference of viftpry , an4 
^gj^jj^^^trijumph which might be deduced from the 
f^'ji^ return of our Generals and our Admiralsj^ 
^;^vl^and one of pur commiffioncrs too* . They 

• Probably, from fuppofing the firft origin of thcjf 
connexion to have arifcn (at leaft on the part of -Dr. 
' Franklyn) from a philofophical rather than a politics^' 
curiofity. And certainly, no two projcdJ-ors in $cienc<; 
wcie ever more ftrikingly contrafied : the one, like 9 mot 
dern Prometheus, collefting fire from vapour in^amp 
the terreftrical mafs by its pernicious inf^fioq : ^I^p other 
employing his magic plates to freeze its. ardour and quenclf 
its «ialignjty. — Happy for this country, if thefe profeflbrs 
had &**ted their purfuits ! as the former, could his incli-: 
nations have been propitious to the peace of mankind^ 
might then have become a a powerfvll Ex\tagu\fl^r^ while 
the other, however malignant his inrcQtionsj niuft alway^ 
fcave been acknowledged an innocent Incendiary. 
^ J The Editor was Turn iflied with popies ot this fpeech 
from the Printers of the refpecl^YP P^P^rs*. many 

^cek| ago, . . , ^ 
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found (h* fdd) that being on the fjJot inlcr-* 
rupted thcif manoeuvres, and he fuppofed 
they were come three thoufand miles off to 
zGt cooly. Thati the objedt they were fent 
to accomplifh was confefledly a great one y 
and it is well known, that objeds of a certain 
magnitude are bcft contemplated at a dif- 
tance. Probably, their optics were too ten-^ 
der to diftinguifli with accuracy amidft the 
fmoak and confufion incident to ad:ual en-« 
gagements ; or perhaps, they refleded on the 
more imminent dangers of domeflic invaliong 
and haftened home from pure patriotifm ta 
guard their native country. — At any rate, 
he muft compliment their difcernriient 
in purfuing a line of conduft, which could 
not fail of conciliating the good opinion and 
fyjnpathetic regard of the Noble Lord, who 
prefided in the American department. If 
therefore, Mr. Speaker, by any miraculous 
change, I were, this day, to become the Ad- 
vocate of Adminiftration, I ftiould mark the 
inutility of recurring to the written e<^idence, 
which the Amendment calls for, at a mo- 
ment when we isire fo copioufly provided with 
viva voce teftimony. Yet, Sir, I do not 
think, upon reflexion, that Minifters wili 
adopt this ground for rejeding the noble 
Lord's Amendment. They, Sir, will morcr 
boldly tell you — you fhall have neither,.*-- 
for, in thefe times, it is the fafhion for alt 

modera 
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modern Statefmen/ firil: to their «^ 
ftory, and dien proteft fdemnly againft be-^ 
ing crofs-ejcamined~-^ dirtdtfyj gt indire&fy^ 
imfwermg que^rij fvery^ or Mherwjfe. I be- 
lieve I am accurate in my quotation.— I a» 
iK)t indeed fnrpHzed at theie declarations of 
obftinate filencc^-- this is Scottifli policy— , 
the example was fet by my good old friend^ 
tile £*rl of B^te*-»*for therein^I %m ortbod^^jr 
in my fkith^ thattIieSoiii«equal to the Father | 
and I am fure I may add with kfOem^l^S^ . 
eeaU thefathwis incompr^enfiUei and^pr 
8on is incompf)ehign£ble^ yet there are jH ^ 
two incomprehenlibles^ but one iacom^^ ^ 
h^fiblc. ' ^ 

(Here a confufed cry ^ order^ and 
Chaplain reptimanded for laufljiii)|gte>. 
There is indeed one North Briton m wl^^ > 
1 entertain a better hope.~-He feems to harr^ r 
caught that itch for liberty, which, teotrf ^ 
great wonder broke put in the Highlmciif^ 
laA fiimmer. He, Sir, even «i the charadcif 
of his M- ' Commiffi-ner, folicijed th*^; 
intimacy of G^nir4^ Wajhin^m. But indeed^r^ 
Sir, if ever a Scotchman can be fufpedted|^ 
of losing liberty, it is npt when he has roJf^ 
cently become a <x>nv€Jrt to Adminiftraiioii ^Ik^ 
W^Jhingtm iherefprfe fent his Excellency 
the worthy Commiffioner, a flat r^fufaL--?X^ ' 
Mr. Laurens too rcfufed hi^ ExoeMency tlil^l; 
hearing, he fo gencroufly folicited by implor^J^' 
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in^ Ccngrefs, not to follow the example of 
Br-ti-'-n in the hour ^ her injblence*," the 
bearing was however rSfafcd, niy even the 
Jghf of the country^*" and the fght of its 
<vorthy patriots'* was peremptorily refufed. 
The Americans, Sir, tKink that a Scotch-, 
man has neither eyes nor ears for liberty,! 
cSr, at leaft, they diftrufted the capacity of 
his Excellency's organs for fuch an objeft. — • 
I haVe a letter^ Sir, in my pocket from my. 
honeft friend Ethan Allen ; I would read it, 
but I am fure you won't let me : He knows I 
aln fond of fcripture quotations, and tells 
me Congrefs would have given your Scotch 
Cbmmimoner this hearing, but they knew 

he was like unto the deaf adder, who re- 
^rdeth not the voice of the charmer/' 

Let me then trouble his Excellency with 
one queftion ; who was it fuggefted this fe- 
cTrtt correfpondence with the enemy? was 
it not the Scottifti fecretary of this wife 
commiffibn. Dr. Adam Fergufon ? It muft 
have been one of Sir John Dalryniple's affc- 
ciltes in literature. The Scotch, if they 
x:fan get no Englifhman to adt, as they pre- 
tend to fay the great Sidney did, will make! 
even their own countrymen treacherous ia 
one age, to furnifli fome literary aflaflin of 
the next with the foul vouchers of treachery 
and bafenefs. At all . events. Sir, . I {hall 
heartily give my vote/or the amendmept, 

D a^i^ 
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9S the only means to convidl the M-n-ftry of 
what. I know they arc guilty^ weakncfs^ in- 
e^pacity, ignorance, obftiiwcy, ba^enefs^ 
and treachery. Jj^jLt^'^i,/ ^ : ' ' v 

Governor Governor J-hnf-n * now rofe, an(! faxdl 
every thing that a Gentleman in hia ^fg^pkn- 
chally fituation could be fi^pppf^d 
^pdfep much of the wgnt ol cw^^ 
ting a falfe conftruaion on Jiis aftions, 
which he, QOi^daf^^ the Houfe,. upon hi&^ 
honpur^ were w-m the beft inten-^ 

l^ifps V 't|iat he fhould not undertake to en- 
, ter into a full defence of his condud at pre- 
fent^ as it wap^ ft very delicate buiinefs^ an(l- 
t^irned uppft ^ Cherry nice chain of circf — 
ftances. One part of the charges ag 
him he would flightly touch upon, his 
ters, and what he luppofed was meant to b©^ 
ikiiithi^'^^m of bribery, tl^t^ 

the artful policy of France had made it ne-^ 
celTary for him to parry her attacks by fimi- 
\zt weapons ; that he believed it was felt 
and would be admitted by all parts of that 
Houfe, that there is no greater Jpi'mg o^ 
public anions, in all political aflemblics^ 
tli^ /elf 'inter efi. That he felt himself iuf^ 

; tified in his own mind fpr eveyj ^ftep. lap i 

' * Gentlemen were hered^ftredh by the Sp — k-r to take 
their /eats, and d)e ^rjokat 4lo . clear the btur- 






( "'9 ) 



•fn every negociation true wifdom and fourid 
^oKcy jurtifi'cd the moral fitncfs of iecret 
afrciclcs, and the ho'noorable eipcdieney df 
ribwerful temptations. As to the failure of 
iuccels^ on tnepart of th6 cottimiffiontrs,, 
various caUfci had concurred to occafidn it. 
They\Vere fent to treat of peace with are- 
fcfcathrg army. Philadelphia, the phief re-- 
£dettct of the moderate men^ and pioft 
friendly to their negociatiun, was evacaate4 
by the arniy, on the Commifiioners arrival, 
A little after they had got to New-York^ 
Monf. D'EftaIgn wais upon the coaft. Thefe 
icifcumftahpes gave fpirits ixi a» declining 
canfe ; and America, in this hour of her in-^' 
Jb/ence, rcfufed to treat, unlefs her indepenj» 
dence was fpccifically acknowledged. 

What followed afterwards is avery ferious 
bufinefs, indeed; but I truft I fhall be par^ 
dbned by a noble Lord oppofite to me^ nigH 
ill charader, and in the e/te$m of his coun- 
^ iry, if I freely fay, as my opiniofi, that 
Monfieur D^jSflaign's fleet ought to have* 
been attacked by the Br-t-fh at Rhode- 
Mahd, as foon as the French came out of 
the harbour to fight them. And I will fur*^ 
therfay, confideringthc fpirit, the gallant** 
iry» ^d the hcroifm of the Britifli Stimtn^ 
fjib rn^uality of the force of the fleets was 
jibt fufficient "to juflify t'ht^ not attickiug the 
I'rf i)9h fleet^ without waiting lerigfh of 

p 4 * tim 
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time to gain the weather guagc, . and trulls 
ing fo long as the EngUfh fleet did there tp 
an upruly clement. Sir, in .the aftions in 
the Weft-Indic5, between the EngUi^h 4^ 
French fleets, lafl: war, where the t^trn^ 
were greatly inferior both in nuqiber an^ 
weight of metal, the Frepch were beatpff 
and obliged to fly for it. So, in thaqafci^of 
the Monmouth, the iDorfetflhire, ^n4 "fcYet 
ral other iriftances, inferiority in the outfet 
of the conteft proved viftoriqus in th^j f ?i4* 
X . wilt not, however, dwell upon niattftts^ 
which merely depend upon opinion, an^ 
upon which the beft officer ipi the world 4ii» ^ 
be miilaken. But, Sir, ' after the tenq^ggll 
at Rhode-Ifland, w^hen'the Noble Lor^ re^ . 
turned to New- York' to refit, was not tin^ 
loft ? the very time that might have been ^ 
employed in feperating D'E/lai^n from 
ton harbour ? I might fay. Sir, in the de^'i; 
feat of D'Eftaign ; ior, after the arrival of; , 
fome of B-r-jOi's fcjuadron, the Noble Lor4 

wa$ fuberipr to him. It is a very unpleaf# - 

ing taik to fpcak out, but I cannot ayoid 
giving ipy opinion as a feaman, arjd as oncf > 
upon the fpo|:, acqiiainted with the delays ii^ * 
this' bufmef§. / ^ . * : r - jdiv 

Upoii the 'whole. Sir, my opinion, in 
very few words is this : The violent and iniS 
politic meafures of the M-n-ftry of this^s- 
^ountry flrft Toil Amcrica-^^ — -the .Br-t-^;-? 
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anjfty iftight hajre -r^atncd i f ■ and our 
il^et has loft mOrQ thaii one opportunity of ' 
jcrufliing that of France, upon which Amcr 
fican reliftance chiefly i^tppfid^ for protect 
tion and fupport. ' ■ ' , ^ 

Lord lilhpe ind Mr. R^^iy now rofej px^ 
.but thehoufe appearing inchned to give the ' 
former an immediate opportunity to reply^^^/ioP^^^w^ 
'^r. Rrgby fat dpwn, and Lord Hrwe, ia ^^c4^ 




— — fpqkc — , ^ 

covered both in th$ defign and manner ^^^L^'^r^ 
his fpeech. That, firft, to avoid entering 
into the mptives and prinpiples of his owa ' ^ 
condudt, being more proper objeils for % 
particular committee of enquiry, and then 
to launch out into vague and dcfultory ac-? 
cufations of ^ny other perfon, was incon-? 
iiftent, and, he was forry to add, illiberal • 
That whatever prejudices thofe refledions 
were intended tp creaje ?igainft his con^ud, 
Jje would not thea Tnterrupt the bufinefs of 
the day, a^d the mpre general fvibje^t^ of the 
prefent debate, but Xt\ifk tp the pandour of 
the houfe fpr fufpending their opinion, until 
the wholf? of his cpn^uft might be minutely 
inveftigatc4 by ^ cppxmittee appointed for 
that purpofe ^ ' which committee, he himfelf 
(hpuld be the firft jx^a^ ii^ that J[^Qufe to to- 
licit, nay dem%p4^ \ 
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Mr. Mf. R^gfy. 1 fliould not. Sir, have 

^ troubled the jioufe on this firft day, but that 

tff^im i^tiR/ iBi|f|i^^ of pdmc^ 

bti/i^/^'friendfhip, to cxpftfo, my feelings on the 
7)p:hu.,^M^ happy return of our worthy Commiflioner, 
^[^^J^^^^ who has given you. Sir, fo full and fatisfacto- 
/^^^^ ry aftv«cJl*illt*lki|irf hii and con- 

J ^^j^^ ^dua. 1 (hall not troilW^.-fOu long, Sir^ 

y -A' I rife only for that purpofe.-*- — -I am fure 
;^^'^^^there is no Gentleman in thi$ hoiife, who 
Ifcaffilf ^ngrafiifatcft the #dfth||. ^ 
' Crimmiffioner on his uncmbarrafTed coun-» 
teiianice and his good looks. He certawnly^ 
lias pttfTed the fummer very profitably— •-ttia^ 
voyage fe6ms to hate iinproved his ftdck of 
fpirits— I think, I never faw him appear to 
more advantage^— I own, however, I fin« 
icerely regret the unpolitenefs frf his Aaae-». 
fsmir frkttds. After fuch cc^effichdiiii'' 
invitations of himfelf, it was not fery civi| 
of thofe Gentlemen to fend excufes?T-lf he 
i had btea adniitted to their fbciftty, I b^y^ irt 

I . .^.j|4aftttl»«f^dttiibt of th<S l?vonderful efFea^ hi(^ 

' ^Vl4<|lftrtce would have wrought. Even if^ 

\ ifeey had allowed him a fight of the countryi^ 

I i Ifife i^rf his taft© W©i|M hate brought ui 

home fome cur|6u? American memoirs^' 
but, alas ! he was not only difappointcd ii^ 
that wilh, |)^t in one of a ftiU gentler kind,, 
\ tsi^iit 'U^ t^Myi which ho 

fttmpted to oegotial^ ifi^ If ^hWted fe^ 



male 'politidtn, the Mi^4pa vf^ Cfl*gr^*, 
X iSty attempted ; Sir, for uofortunately cve^ 
th^rc too his E^o^Uency met with a$ col4 
a receptioa. Unfortunately ! for, had thc^ 
La()y indulged him with ^ b^^ring^ or even 
^.figjkti what fiifer line to 1^ the founda- 
tion of a more lafling cjonnc^ioij ? But, irv 
ibprt^ Sir, whether from fate or infufliciency, 
tjw affair dropt, apd the J^lirt^atm ^ Haty f^lJ 
to grouf^^^^^ i ' . . Sir, I trouble 

wc houfe vthf fcidomf and with as few 
lyords as po^hlc*— ^my opinion continues 
tok be whatsit invariably has been, with re*: 
to Am^ji^ca-7-this cownt^ i»ay be de^r* 
prived of i^ i^tercfts, ite dignity, and it^ 
honour ; but, ^s t n^ver caij give my affcn t r 
to a voluntary furrender themry I mojftv 
hc^artily.agTjee ifl the fupport which, the ad-*'. 
Ori^s proppfes to afford to his M' > » fcy w 
/ Mr. T. T^^^r^-vd rofe, and with great ve* Mr. t. 
Iiemence arnugqed the Jevity pf $he R»gh^^'^/*> 
JHonoursble Gentlen^an who fpoke before'j^*^/^^' 
him; he thought it highly indecent, at thiaj^^*^^^^ 
important crifis, when the very cxiftence 
this country is at ftakf, that any Gentlemttv/^ 
flio^ld endeavour tq raifc a hugh, and turiT^*^ ^ 
the momentory deliberations of that (j4y into 
Oidicule. Under fuch circurpftances, i^i^ hUr 
opinion, jocularity was flagitious, and wit be-ii 
came blafphemy. He had, bimfelf, f^it in 
tJnw; P-rl--m*nts, an4: h^e appealed to thei 

candour 
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candour of that houfc^ whether ih thatlerigtlT 
of time he had Oficc raifed'a laugh, or ort 
any occafion intcntionallv diftprted the miif-'- 
clcs of any Honourable Member ? Nd^ 
Sir, the true defign of piir meeting here, is 
fo»" far other purpofes than thofe of caHing* 
forth the rifibility of Honourable Gentle- 
men : a rifibility at any time highly impro- * 
per for this houfe, but particularly fo' at this 
tremendous, this difgtaceful mdment^ — It is 
with the highcft aftonifhmerit that I now 
fee Gentlemen fliifting their places, as if al- 
ready tired of public bufinefs, or afraid ta 
look into the deplorable and calamitous fitti- 
ation of this country : nay, fo great is their 
inattention to their duty in P-rl~m-nt, 
that, upon my rifing, I find the houfe almoft^ 
cleared—where are the Members ?«•-! ^am" 
afraid — at dinner ! Is this a time for revelling^ 
in taverns, when the dignity of the Impe-, 
rial Crown of this country is violated, and' 
much harm done to our merchants ? — Is this*; 
a time for revelling, when the glory ' of' 
Britannia, Sir, I fayi is fuUied, and when*- 
Sir, the French are riding on' your narrow^* 
feas."— He then entered into a copious 
detail of the blunders of Adihihiftratiori,* 
with refpeft to Falkland's Iflands, the Mid-- 
dlcfcx: Eleftion, Corfica, and the 'maffacre' 
in St. George's Fields, Gibraltar, and Mr.' 
Horne's imprifonment ; together with cur*-- 
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jfbry obferv^tions on thje illegality of im- 
prcffing, bgd policy of Lotteries, the 
fatal Example of the Juftitia^ and the tre- 
|B?ndous perils to this devoted country from 
^he ffequent exhibition of tlie Beggar s 

Opera. At length, returning a httle 

clofer to the queftipn, he again' animadverted 
pn the fi^rpriling inattention . of the Houfe: 
Yet Sir, (he exclaimed) before I fit down 
let me afk Miniftcr? a fev^r queftions — I do 
not cxped: any anfwer from them, yet \ will 

alk them Is Dominica the only one of 

our Weft Indi^ Iflands now in the poffeffion 
of France ? Arc we to go on for ever with 
tl^e American >yar ? — Who are our allies ?~ 
Is Omiah to^ay us another vifit ?--- Where 

is Sir Harry C|-nt-n ? How is th^ 

Czvina e^eded ?— What wilj D'Eftaign 

after Chriftmas ? Where will the Breil: 

fleet be next fummer?-— — — -If Minifl:ei;s 
will not, and I ki^ow they dare not, anfwer 
thefe queftions, then Sir, how, in God's 
name, can they refufe the papers called for • 
.by the noble Lord's Amendment ? Froni . 
thofe papers, I pledge myfelf to the houfe^j 
the whole of tjh^efe nefarious proceedings 
will be brought tp ligh^ — diifcuuraged, as>[ 
t^ell might be, from aga^n pledging my 
.perfon, (having been the coijliant an^ urj- 
; redeemed pledge of this Houfe, for one; 
or another, for thefe one and twenty 
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years laft paft,) I repeat it. Sir, I will pfedgQ 
the rcyerficyi of myfelf, that thefe papers- 
will furnifh us with all heceflary and confti- 
itutional information.— And, for thefe rea- 
fons, Sir, the Amendment meets with my 
moft hearty concurrence. 
vJSft-. Mri F/ner pvottffcd himfelf tp one of 
A y the independant Country Gentlemen, and 
y^!!^^ ocdafibn to inform the houfe, that five 
y Indiamen arrived in the River Thames about 
■^^^^^•fix weeks ago. — He faid he embraced thi§ 
(carlieft opportunity to repeat his offer of 
^fteen fhillings in the pbund, if Minifters 
w^ould but ferloully go on with the war, 
which, for his part, he now cohfidcred in a 
new point of view — for, as a great flatefman 
'had once boafted to have conquered, in his 
time, America in Germany, fo he would hope 
and believe, that we, in our days, might 
conquer France in America. — And herein i 
from regretting the lofs of thiat great ftaref^ 
man, he fell into a train of melancholy 
thoughts, which led him infenfibly to a pa- 
thetic eulogy on the memoiy of his dear de- 
parted frieftd, the well-known Mr* Van.-^ 
^ A long courfe of congenial ftudies (he ex- 
daimcd, with torrents of tears and frequent 
fobs) had entwined our hearts in politic$l 
fympathy— -we had but one idea between 
us !~.Yes, Sir, I repeat it, but one — WcU 
therefore may I fay with the Poet, • 

?2 
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. Ja infancy our hopps and fears j 
V Were to each other known, 
' And friendftiip in our riper years, , 

Had twined 6ur hearts in one." 
Here he.brokie oflF, opprelTed with a flood ^ 
6f tears, while a confufed noife of encore and 
QTikr refounded from feveral parts of the . 
houie* . At length, wheo the uproar began 
to fubfide, and Gentlenjen becai^i^ colle5ed 
i^nough to proceed qn bufinefs„; 

. JSon. T. JL I rofey and with great Hon. T. 

fofemnity, addreffed hinntfelf to the chUir Jn^^^'^J- 

the following words : ^^^'^^^^^^^'^y^ 

ing the general filehce, which, I find, *it ^^^^^^ 
ihe faflii©n for Mihiftefs of this day not ony^v sjp. 
ly to hold themfelves, but likewife fo en^^^^^ 
fcouragfe ih Others, on the important f^bjed^^^^^ 
6f maritime aflfairs, I cannot. Sir, adquicfcq^* Yf/^us 
in fo culpable a fileriCe, hot content myfelt ' ^ 
^ith fitting ftill, until the clofe <)f the de- 
b^te^ to be ntimbercd with the tacit votes in 
i<s disfavour. Sir, the Navy, I have ever 
confidered not only as the ftue arid coriftf-" 
^utional fafe-guard of this infular territor)^, 
but as the very fpirit aad foul of all traffic, 
-fhe c^uinteflence of merchandize, and indeed, 
I may fayy the palladium of commerce. 
With this view. Sir; my ftudies haVe ever 
tended to the inveftigation of the origin of 
that flupendous piece of mechanifm, a fliip. 
•i-— —-^oah. Sir; wasj in my opinion, the 

E z firft I 
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firft circumnavigator-*- (I beg to be um^er-' 
flood, I mean no refledlion on the mernory 
of Sir Francis Drake)-:— he was therefore, 
S;r, juftly entitled to the higheft fituation 
in the naval department of that early period 
— take him for all in all, wfe (ball not look 
upon his like again — though, in truth, there 
are traits in his charaft^r not totally diffimi- 
lar to fome leading features of the noble Earl 
who is now at the head of that department 
—But it is not for me to draw Ae parallcU 
Sir, The Phoenicians* 



It was a cuftom alfo among the Chaldfeaiitj* 
and tlie Na^areens 



Recollca:^ 
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Kccolled, l§ir, when news was brou^^t 
to the Perfians 



<^ Hq^c Macedonians 



In like manner the Lacedemonians, and 
the Athenians ^ 



Thus 



r 
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l^hus foo the Garthagsaians 



tltrt let me call your atteitfidiif tb tiul 
l^omans and Syracuiiana 



Need I remind you of the northern KiVcic , 
er trouble you with the Goths and Vandah f 



So- 
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' At length, Mr. Sp— k-r| the Dancs^ 
Putch^ Swedes> Venetians, Neapolitan?^ 
Spaniards; French, Portuguefe, Mufcovite^^ 
Turks, Saracens, and oUiers, that I Ikip 
^yer to avoid (edioufnef^ 



And to bring it home to our feelingSij 
^he ancient Britons, hardy Welch, Mile- 
lians, wild Irifh, Saxons, Pidls, Normans, 
Englifh, and Regattaites rufh upon our minds, 
and 



Froni 
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From this hiftorical jcjeduftion, I cannot 
tut think, Sir, navigation highly neceflary^^ 
highly favourable to liberty. 

If, Sir, I wanted any additional reafbn for 
•oppofing « jhe,;addfe{^*, it -woijld beft. ^arife 
*froni the flidmeful ne^led: and inattentipa 
^6 thofe Kracve' and humane French qfficers, 
*(p^^^rtici}Iarl/ the Captain of the Licorne,) 
lately oh * tlidir parole at Al^esford, ' hatfi^f 
whorri, indeed, miniffiy have cruelly fufJer^ 
ed to run away. Befides, Sir, let irs ad^ 
vert to the wretched deficiency in our l^te 

naval equipments.-— -1 have it, Slf^^ 

from undoubted authority, that the fe-^ 
veral fhips crews laboured under a total 
deprivation of% Tobacco. Tobacco! that 
Jlaple commidity of our once flourifhirig 
fubjefts, now, alas, our avowed enemies, ia 
^Virginia,* aftd*' the Soutliern colonies.— Sjr, 
Tiot only the quota of Cin' vras rhiferably re?- 
•irefncftcd; but adultery, fo congenial to the 
l^oaA of ihis dfy, pervaded ^vcry keg in the 
Koyd Navy.— Sir, 1 myfelf know it for' a 
faift, that the fpeaking trumpet of the Albion 
Ws fenf out in fo wretched a condition. 
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that, in haling a* iifhing-boat, (I believe a 
cod-fmack) off Scilly, the fccond mate 
cracked his pipe, and half the crew have 
been hoarfe ever fince—forae of your (hips. 
Sir, wanted their complement of Chaplains : 
-^and in others, I will not fay that I know 
there were not furgeons, but I will fay, I do 
not know that there were. Sir, more fatal 
confequcnces have arifen from a ftrange ncg-. 
left of vegetables'—Potatoes, radically rotten ! 
— Carrots^ diabplically dry !— Turnips, to* 
X^\y tough !—Parfnips, pitifully putrid! 

Scurvy, Sir, Scurvy, like the angry 
JDaemon of Peftilence, has lighted up ever- 
lafting bcn-fires in the blotched brows and 
cicatracious cheeks of your fcarified feamcn ; 
fo that every crew has flaflied contagion, 
and reeked like a floating Peft-houfe, with 
the baneful exhalations of difeafe.-*And 
now. Sir, that I'm on my legs, a word or 
two to trow25ers— Such is the pitiful cbco- 
nomy of Adminiftration, fuch the paltry 
treachery of Contradors, that, what from an 
original coarfenefs of yarn, what, from the 
more pernicious and flovenly texture of the 
workmanfhip, not a trowzcr but gaped with 
lacerations, whofe expanded apertures difqo- 
yered what ■ the P-rl— ni-nt-ry deco- 
rum of tl^is hpufe, forbids me to reveal. 
Spurred on by fuch oawcrful incentives^ 
j[ take this earliei^ occauon to give notice to 
F the 
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lli^ houfe, that I fhall move, c*n this dfeiy fort-*^ 
^igbt, for the houfc to rcfoWe itfelf into a* 
Committ^t, in order lb Hafes iiito corrfidcr^- 
tion the fcveral weighty grievances,' the odt-^ 
line of v^hich I have jtift now had the honotrr 
lo giveyou aradefketch.-^-W'hen, I fhiaH aifo 
moreyou,Sif, th^tth.e fweral Maiftcrs, Diftil- 
lers of Gin,' Venders 6f Tobaccb,' Traders* 
m.Trowzers, Retaikrsof Rum, PickJers of 
jPork,^ndPttrveyors:of Pota:taef?,togerhet'<vitlr 
theip feveral fervants, foilowcrs^, appreittice^* 
aml -reHihers, be ordered to att^iiti tliis hbufe 
de iiie mdiem, to anfwer ail fuch queifcions aSid* 
matter^i touching the ^aid em^irirj," as lhalf 
be put -to them by the Committee io to be tip-^* 
|)ointed,^-In the mean time, Sit^, I fhdf 
give my hearty concurrence' to rfie liobftf 
Lords* Amen dmrent, as prormfing to afford 
fome degree' of preliminary irrfbrmatidn, 
which may tend to illi4ftrafe -the more irti- 
portant matter in the Enquiry which' 1 have 
now propofed to fct on foot. 

Mr, Pt-nt^ n, in reply, begged pardotl 
p^^n, for troubling the hcqfe, but Ivoped tfey 
would indulge hitn in a few wordj, he 
felt himfelf particularly called on to anftver 
foine -reflcftioas which the Hotioirrable Otn-^ 
^^^'^^^jp^^ had fpofce- hft, had thought 

^ pfcjpcir to throw 'out againft that boird 'whdre 
♦he had the honour to fit.— He faid, that, 
at the- out of Mr. K.-pp4*S 

■ ^ ■ fleet 
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fl^fit, h«. had made it his bufinefs to Be very 
mufh at Portfijiputh, where^ thougb it was a 
l^ik exceedingly repagnant to hi& private feel* 
•ings taftej hebadhowarcr,c©nfkicre(iitas 
•m oSifti^l ktvice iocumbentonorie hr his de* 
jjarti^ertt, to peffonally experiment the feveral 
provifioDiS ^nd ftor«s prepared forthat equip* 
pient. That, impelled by fuch motives; be 
had, OR feveral ©ccafions, drank ihe fmall 
h^fi eot ynfrcquentl^ lafted tkur gin-, and 
foflafitim^s, fmozWd, : nay chewed -ihe tobac-. 
f^j thati in his humble opinion, tlwy wen: all 
^ttP*r^e»eeUent in. their; feveral kintte. f And* 
^ t^ fche imputed dclinljuency .cektivo to po-* 
tatoesj, he could affitre; the hcm&, be h^ 
bfi^ght up feveral tuns of the fame fpecies; 
jfer^ the , confumption of- his own 'fami}y^«^ 
Sf^, ; Jtie, would go ftirther, h& wmtM venture; 
tdaEfi^ijjt thathoufe. thiatwithfomieaf thofe 
Y«fKii*Wticsl potatws, he had Jatwty had rfw 
t4ppi.n«ls and ^ honour to rcgaic «, oertaitf 
Qmt Perfoaag*, then hia goeft j rarperfon'-r 
^e ii^ed of /;too high a ranfc to ifeve hi* 

name evien aJludcd to, tho*^ on. & weighs 
ty, a^d fo important a buiinefs: - ia r> ; fl vi 

S/irri^*---— J muftconfcfs. Sir; iJOf^f Mr. ^ 
Withftandin^ my :1q% and n»elancfioty>ex-J b-tU 
perience of the pre^n t- adnattoiftfationv 
carniot h«»r, without aftoniflunent, tke:iiin-i>^A'';^^ 
foage.held forth by the fpeech, a^td- echoed***-^^' 
«, this day's .debate. . This feflion. Sir, at 

F2 period \ 
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period big with horror, pregnant with rmn 
ite Aifr country, is ufhered in with the fong 
©f triumph ; and parliament are bid to re- 
joice at a time when nothing but the lan- 
guage of defpair is to be heard throughout 
Hie liation. Surely, Sir, the hour is at laft 
arrived, when humility and moderation ought 
to take place of pride and confidence ; when, 
inftcad of launching further into a fea of 
t l t»iil l lfc> we might be content to try what 
^tde ean be faved from the wreck df national 
honour and profperity. Minifttrs might at 
length condefcend to tell ufe, what toeSns 
-iMyli^to avert the gathering ruin * how we 
are to tread back the mazes of error and 
folly, through which we have been led; 
and where are the refources from which one 
mkfmtt^fhope might dawn upon us, in - the 
hour of danger and defpaif---But, ^caf to 
the folemn call of occafion and ncc^ffiiy, 
they rejoice in the abfence of thought, m 
#ie contempt of forefight- Like the wretch 
who feeks* hi ftupefaftion a momentary 
f^i^ from forrow, they fink from a vo- 
luntary intoxication into a torpid infen- 
fibility. The illufiori, indeed, is v nbt to 
be confined within the nar'fow limits of 
their own minds ; its baneful influenfce mu/l 
be circulated thfough every corner ot the na- 
tion ; and, by a fliameful per\'erfion, that 
anxiety for the. piibHc welfare, \Yhich, in 
^ times 
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times Mkc ihcfe^ is^ 19 my opinion^ the * 
^higheft of public virtues, muft be amufed 
with the pagfentry of domeftic warfare, or / 
lulled by the, opiate of o^ur American Ga- 
•'^cttes. I owiii Sir, even on principles ^f 
^criticifm, I cannot but confider the ftile of 
^tfaefc Minifterial aanals, as no very favoura- 
ble criterion of the prefent times. In hap- 
<pier days, their charadereftic wks plain -con- 
^cifenefs. Viiftories • were there then to<> ra- 
•pid, too nuiiierous> to admit of a dilated re-^ 
^lation. — ^uccefs is feldom tedious^ but I ^ 
•afraid our higheft atchievements have 
-mounted to no n^ore^thaa the inroads^ of fa- 
vages, or the depradations of pyrates. UpoA 
my word. Sir, though w« ittay cenfure our 
-*Giiicers> our Minifters at^ leaft fliew fomfc 
generalfhip ; if they caflnot deceive the ene^ 
fliy, tliey are prompt enough to -miflead their 
cotfntrymenj though they discover but lit- 
tle fkill .in the arraHgemerit oT armies, they 
bavetan adiHirable talent in mariballing Ga- 
zettes. They have given celebrity to (heep^ 
ftealing, and blazonfed, in all the pompous 
prdlixity of often tatious phrafeology, the 
important dep^redation«? at~Afer/^^'s Iflarid 

Certainly, Sir, the gallant Commander 
that expedition may vie in paftoral atchieve- 
ments with Ajar, -With^Jaibn, or at leaft Doa 
Quixote; and, if he. does not obtain a 
triumph^ he is ckarly entitled to m :av.^:io^^ 
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Not, S^F, tbat Tn^aii to,Ci«(t'^y-^eflf4^ 
on thofc Offieofs apd :tO .whpfe i<5t 

tjiefc ridiculous ^ryiqes ,hfi,¥f fi^llsnr-they, 
jao doubt, haye^ege^t^ «V(Bfy -.thing that tJb^ 
bravery of the) BritiiJitf<)<jps^fift fufh ^ fitua- 
tion could a^:cw>pHiH ; b«t th#'>PJap4 :pf- J)^%. 
lure. Sir, has fbrpwii in ,the|ir way pbfti«;]tes 
wb^h. it .was pQt in tb« ^lOft obftittatp v?!- 
J0U5, in' the ,mj)|l confun>$n,ate wijf^nit ;!^ 
iarnwuftt. It ifif a wa^t of <;pnifi4encQ 
4kc!^ors of thijft war ^tb^t has, cbill^ ; 
^n,.aftd .flft?fe§9)ed every fmew, gf jiulitsiy- 
i%p^^pn>«.r jBftfide?, ;Sif,. if I vmy bgjp^i^ 
Uptitt^. fQ.ift4ulg§ a Httl^ fv»pefftinftR*.flfajllP' 
i$ a certain fatality attendiag tb$ ipf ^f^ftf^ 
-Adiwoiftr^tioA :; th/QUgh 41 ,ti<?ir )»pi^gf . 
^cq[>eratieps, o|^ w^r, through all ii^irym^^^^ 
ftUns pm^^ ' -the eviJ, , , Qeniu^ pi 
ihi^ countf-yj ffQEa^ jto h^ijftl, th^ 
He it is jtJial; ba? rfviffprtid theqa to vmS9f> 
jui)difmay«il > b)f ; dangw, . wiab^fljf 4 ht- 
pfpaGhes, frp^aji)%5 abfuriUty tp aaofhcf^^'^^H- 
oaf tlnnd^r? an^ .pnt follies; ^a^, at .ko^ljkr 
feared that .ftftpefl^iqus |abfip"jctf.;i^mc^ 
gipp^fe thftt fft¥(v^ epi§rQfl^;dif ajjlien4iott,.aa4. 

Siri . IQ pattfc icjf a; ns^c»Bf whiU; J c^uu • 
t§ijf)j>late . ^his jpi|c^oqiyei^n;<^ tt^pdern ,£^^»^ 

(pkm^i a 9»gh6y,^d:i^f^n%e «mpiB^ noil 
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liki'gS, fetif burffing forth aft ofice into fiilf 
vigolir knd maturity ; nt>t cheri(hed in thtf 
lap of peace and commerce,- but (baking 
off in its oiitfet the long eftablifticd domi- 
nioii of a powerful mafter, and thiiving in 
the midft of caTnage and defolation, Ab 

ipfo-ducit bpcis anitnumq. bello." If 
view them in another light, as complete!/ 
tfttthtoned in ifovereignty, as receiving cm- 
bSflies from diftaflt poten tastes, as forming 
kiagues \< ith the princes ^and ftates of Eu- 
r6pe, we (hall find niore abundant matter for 
felf-htimiliation — I cdnld wifh to il>ut my 
eyt^ on the febne that follows : The parent* 
baffled atid deprefled, imploring pardon 4i 
her injured and alienated children, yielding 
to their Tuccefsful refiftanoe, what flie hid 
denied to fheir prayers and petitions, and of-* 
fcrin^ ei^ery feonc^ion fhort of a total eman-^ 
cipation ; biit Tcorned and rejected in her 
torn, not (as fhe had fejeftcd them) V^ith^ 
rudenefs and infblence, but with firmnefif 
and with dignity ; zttd convinced, at lengthi 
that thti .day of conciliation is paft,* and that 
the groundwork of peace cail only be kid on 
the br6ad bafis of eqiidity and independance. 

Is this the uncomiittonal fbbriaiflion the 
noble Lord in the Amerfcari department <b 
prodigally announced ? This is indeed un-> 
condition^ fubmiflion, but unconditional 
fubraiffion-fi:6ut Great -Britftiii to America. 
^ Gentlemch 
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Gentlemen may remember ho^^ often my 
voice has preached peace within thcfc walls i 
how often it has warned adminiftratioft to 
healing meafures, while the wounds of A- 
merica might yet have been clofed* I will 
ftill repeat it; 'till the echb of this houfe 
fhall be confcious of no other found i Peace, 
Peace, Peace, is ftill my objedt. 
. It is now high time. Sir, that Gentlemei^ 
fhould awaken to a fenfe of our danger, that 
Parliament fhould difcard thofe wretched 
fchemes of fliort-fighted policy, which car^- 
ftot, in our prefent fituation, afford even a 
temporary refuge. As yet, we experience 
only the beginnings of our. forrows ; but the 
llorms of adverlity are gathering faft around 
us, and the vefTel is ftill truftecj to the di- ' 
redtion of Pilots, whofe ignorance and ob- 
30:inacy has been manifeft to all the world. 
■What thanks. Sir, to the vigilance 
^-o£ our Rulers, that we are not already funk 
^ beyond the poffibility of redemption ? What 
thanks to them, that the flower of our arn^ 
• and navy, and with them all the^ hopes 6f 
Britain had not withered before the povwer o£ 
a lately dejeded but now triumphant enemy ? 
Is it owing to their care that the pch pro- 
duce of the Weftern Ifles has not flowed into 
every harbour of France ? 

No, Sir, it is the hand of Providence that 
^ wards oflf for a while the ruin of this de- 
clining 
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»ing empirei ' It is Providence alone that 
has prcferved oyr gallant Admirals in Ame- 
rica, by an almoft miraculous interpofition.. 
— It is 'due to Providence alone, that the 
heart-ftrings of our commerce are not cut 
afunder by the fword of our adverfaries. 

I own. Sir, I cannot join in 2ji implicit 
approbation of fuch minifters : I muft he a 
little better acquainted with their merits 
before I can place an unlimited confidence 
in their wifdom and difcretion ; that diftte- 
tion which has led fcis into a labyrinth of 
difficulties ; that wifdonfx that cannpt find a 
clue for our deliverian^:e. 

Mr D-nn-ng faid a few words, which, ^ 
from the learned gentleman's being particu-^f^'^^*'^ 
rlarly hoarfe and uncommonly inarticulate^^^^ 
owing (as has been fuggefted) to a \\o\t\^t^tci^^M 
•cold, and a multiplicity of bufinefs in Weft-j^jf^'y^ 
irhinfter-hall, we could not colleft with th c^ ^^^^ 
accuracy that we wifh to obferve on^everyj^^ 
occafion. His language was neat and point*^^^*^-^ 
. -ed, though fomewhat tindured wifh P^^^^^^f^^i 
fiohal pedantry : his arguments feemed in- ^ / 
•genious, though perhaps too refined for the 
•comprehenfion of his auditors. He had 
much antithefis, much verbal gln^e^ ^^nd 
Tnany whimfical climaxes. He talked of 

' the 
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the competency or incompetency of tht 
Houfe to the difcuflion of the prefent que- 
Hion ; of the materiality or immateriality 
of the propofed amendment ; of the refpon- 
fibiliiy or irrefponfibility of Minifters. He 
faid, he neither afked, nor knew, nor cared 
to what the prefent queftion might ultimate- 
ly tend ; but of this he was confident, that 
it's propriety was clearly evinced, and it's 
neceffity irrefragably proved by that oppofi- 
tion which purported to baffle it. — Upon the 
whole, his harrangue feemed to be a med- 
ley of legal quibble and quaint humour. 
Mr. Mr. S^lUUt^r-Gini^rml, Contra, began 
^""'-^^ith declaring, that when he tuk his prefent 
office, he underjiud it to be a General Retain^ 
ery to Jhew caujein behalf of Adminiftration: 
That, therefore, he hoped to be favoured 
with a few words by way of replication to 
his learned friend : That he might in this 
» cafe have infifted on want of netice, but, for 
the fake of candour in practice, he would 
waive that dbjedtion ; for, that he had no 
doubt, on the merits, but that judgment wud 
be given in his favour: Proteliingy that the 
fpeech was warranted by precedent y and had 
the higheji authority in it's fupport : Proteji^ 
ing alfo, that no gud objedtion cud he made 
to the feiglddrefs, as it ftridtly purfued the ve- 
ry words of the fpeech. He jufiifiedy iinder 

^ '' <- ^ ^^^^^^^ , 
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an immemorial cuftom^ that Adminlftration 
have been accujlomed to have^ andjiill of right 
ought ta have^ certain echoes in this Houfc, 
called Addrejles. — He admitted, that true it 
was, there had been fome errors in our pro^ 
ceedings with refped: to America ; but he 
was informed, and believed, that Sir Henry- 
Clinton intended to have a new trial. As 
to the caufe of Great Britain njerfus France, 
he had be^n given to underftand and be in- 
formed, that the place in which the trefpafs 
vv^s fuppofed to have been committed, was, 
PARCEL of the Ifland of Dominica, in parts 
beyond the feas ; which place faid French, 
with force of arms, to wit, with fhips of 
divers guns, drums, trumpets, bayonets, 
hand grenades, and cartridge boxes, had 
broken and entered, doing never thelefs as 
little damage on that occqfion as they pojjibly cud\ 
but that he was clearly of opinion, that if 
the troops of faid France fhould traverfe the 
Channel, and lay a Venue in Kent or Suflex, 
ijjue might be joined by the militia at Cox- 
Jieath; and, in that cafe, afterwairds^ if 
verdid Jhud be giv^n in our favour, the ad- 
verfe party would fuftain heavy and exem- 
plary damages. — Hq concluded with aver^ 
rmg, that he approved of the addrefs in it'^ 
prefent form ; and that he fhould demur io 
the amendxn^nt moved by the Noble Xi?^, 

G 9 a$ 
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as multifarious, uficertain^ injiijicienty and ih^ 
J or ma L 

y Mr Fqx now xofe ; and. With that extent 
of information, refined perfpicuity, and ve- . 
hemence of eloquence, by which he fo in- 
variably commands the attention and admi- 
ration of the Houfe, entered at large into 
the fubjecS of debate. 

To do juftice to the force of his realbil- 
ing, or elegance of his ftilc, is totally be- 
yond the utmoft efforts of the editor* — All 
that he can attempt is, to give an imperfect 
Iketch of an inimitable original. — - — He be- 
gan with lamenting the accomplifhment of 
that ruin, which, from time to time, ht 
had too juftly predicted. He confelled, 
that little incrit could be afcribed to thofe 
prophecies ; which, however chimerical 
and vifionary minifters had aiFed:ed to confi- 
der them, were, in fad:,, no more than plain 
dcduffcions of what mlift neeeffarily enfiie 
from their own meafwres. He proceeded 
to recapitulate the condud: of Adminiflra- 
tion fince the prorogation o£ Parliament; 
particularly obferving on the impolitic re- 
moval of the troops from Philadelphia at 
the moment, when, if ever, their conti- 
nuance there might have efFedred fome good 
purpofe. The concealment of that intend-- 
ed evstcuation, even from the Commiffioners 
thcmfelves, was a part (he faid) of that 
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fyftcih of duplicity and deception ' which 
pervaded the whole of ihiilifterial condudt* 
Poffibly, indeed, Minifter^ were aware, 
that gentlemen of high character end efteem 
would not have become the executive tools 
of a plan fp wretchedly concerted. The 
Commiflioners therefore were not fufFered 
to participate in counfels/ which, if they 
had known, they muft have defpifed. Nar 
was folly more confpicoous in the origin 
than in the profecution of this paltry difen- 
genuous plan* Sir Henry Clinton, to whofe 
courage and conduit every praifens due, was 
prdered tOf return to New- York. Encumr 
bercd with baggage, andpurfued by an army 
fupcrior in numbers, he made his way thro* 
almoft impervious forefts of th^it country ^ 
and, by almoft a miraculous effort, not only 
ftJcured his retreat, hut iu the Jerfcys had 
the good fortune to r^lift the enemy with 
fome fuccefs^ — »a fuccefs however, which, 
without difparaging. the Britifti troops, mult 
in great part be attributed to General Lee; 
who, in confcquence of his mifconduct in 
that affair, was immediately put in arreft^ 
and afterwards fufpcnded for the fpaqe of a 
year. ? 

He went on with indicating the circura- ' 
ftance of a fleet of Victuallers having been 
fent to Philadelphia, after the army, which 
was to be fuppliqd by that fleet, had be^xi 

ordered 
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ordered to evacuate Philadelphia. — That 
fleet, he faid, had narrowly efcaped being 
taken in the Delaware ; and, thence, he ar- 
gued Minifters were as culpable, as if, in 
confequence of the capture of that fleet, the 
army, then arrived at New- York, had fa- 
miflied for want of thofe provifions, on 
which their future fubfiftance was wholly 
^pendant. 

He faid, he was yet to learn what plan 
Adminiftration could pretend to alledge they 
had followed, or meant to follow, in Ame- 
rica. Upon what grounds could they at-^ 
tempt to profecute an offenjhe war ? Or> 
taking the alternative, how can they pre- 
fume to fay they have ad:ed on the defenfive ? 

As to the firft, they have thirty thou- 

fand men to conquer the continent of Ame- 
rica : admitting then the fuperiority of thak 
army and their navy, ftill he contended that 
fuperiority had been, and ever muft be un-t 
cfFedtual and ufelefs i becaufe, as long as 
the Englifli army and navy co-operate, the 
Americans will never have the unnecefTary 
temerity to give up the advantage of fitua^ 
tion, or expofe their, caufe to the hazard of 
one decifive engagement. The laft campaign 
was the cleareft proof of that pofition ; and, 
now, though our fleet Was fuperior to the 
French, yet £)'Efl:aign is fafft at fiofton.-- 
It was, on that principle, h? doubted not^ 
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the gallant and experienced Commanders of 
the laft campaign had formed their conduft: 
It was their policy, and, in his opinion, the 
beft policy, to keep a collected force, and to 
avoid any inferior exertions, that might re- 
quire a reparation, or weaken that fuperi- 
ority, which, in cafe of a decifive adion, 
they rightly judged could alone have been 
fatal to Ameriean refiftance. — It remained 
for General Clinton to purfue a contrary po- 
licy. — Yet, though '(he declared) no man 
in that houfe entertained a higher refpeft 
for the perfonal and profeffional merit of 
that able Commander, (who from his par- 
ticular talent for military enterprife, and his 
education under the Prince of Brunfwick^ 
was beft calculated for effecting luch a plan) 
yet, from the minuteft inveftigation of the 
late Gazettes, he could not coUedt any very 
aufpicious prefage of his military career. 
If indeed, from his obfcrvation, of what had 
already happened, he might hazard an opi- 
nion ef what may happen, we had no reafon 
to rejoice at the revival of that plan of fe- 
paration, which had proved fo fatal in the 
Northern expedition. He was forry he 
had mentioned that expedition — It led him 
to a fubjedt he wiftied to avoid. — He had 
been accufed of an afperity of reflexion on 
the condudt of the noble Lord who planned 
that expedition. He would ftrive, in fu- 
ture, 
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ture, to overcome hi$ indignstign, by in-t 
dulging his contempt fpr the Advifer of it^ 
— Yet, thus much he w,Quld fayi though 
utihappy for this courrtry, it \ya§ happy for 
ourtroops> happy for our officers, to^be di- 
re£ted aad cpntrolled by ^ Minifter, to whofe 
wifdom .not even Envy coul4 afcribe oncf 
particle of - their Xuccefs, in whofe jmbp^ 
cillity even Juftii:p v^o^ld aifotd th«m ^ 
afyl um iiiom every ^difgrace, ; ^ _ _ . 

Having thus ftsfed th? ifp^j^f^akahi^ 
an offenfive virar int America, : cither on the? 
former plan of united force, or on thj^ 
prefeut feparajte efforts, he recurred to the 
other paft of his .^gumcnt^ -.v^hether Admi-. 
ilration could pnetehd.to ajledge .|h?ir havinjj 
adopted tht diternative, jandvibrmed :eyen a 
dcfen^ye plan for. America a^d the Weft- 
Indies ?^ ^If they daf^d to aflume .tj[iaf 

merit, bow e'oOld they exped: the fi^u^e tQ 
attend, with any degree qf patience, to fuch 
s, mockery of.dl truth? Qn any rational 
plan of mere defence, would they not havf 
left a force at; NewrYoj-kjt Rhode-lfl^n^l> 
and Hallifax, fully able to prevent any at- 
tack in that quarter; the fame time, dpr- 
ta'ching a fufficient force to protpd: the Weft*- 
India Ifknds ? — Upon fuqh a plan, >wpi\14 
not any f^irited Minifter have grafte^ femp 
degree of aftivity and enterprife ? ' //^Would 
He 'not have attacked Martinique, Gualda- 

loupc. 
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loupc> Of ^ St. Domingo ? Such condudl 
would have ftruck terror to France, we ^ 
fhould have been enriched bynewacquifi- 
tions, or, at leaft, have prevented the dif- 
grace of our own lofies* _ 

But, admitting that this defcnfive plan 
may have been but recently adopted, how 
are Adminiftration to regain the time they 
have loft, or what refources of finance are 
Aill unexhaufted to profecute even this plan ? 
Are all the Country Gentlemen equally dif-* 
pofed to devote fifteen (hillings in the pound 
to carry on this defenfive war ? Are they all 
equally delighted with the great and grow- 
ing ruin of an accumulating debt and a 
decreafing revenue ? Or do they reft their 
hopes on the wealth of our Eaft- India trade ? 
Do they know that, there too, the French 
are undermining the foundation of our com- 
merce ? Or is it ftudioufly concealed from 
them, that the French miniftry have fent 
Monfieur Vaugelin to Canton, in the qua- 
lity of their Conful at the Chinefe Court ? 
—He had heard much of a fudden in- 
crcafe of national wealth by our late cap- 
tures, but, at -beft, the prizes of privateers 
are a partial benefit ; they <:an enrich but a 
few individuals ; they afford no diminution 
of the general burthens .of a whole people. 
In the prefent inftance, the tfuth was thefe 
boafted prizes were, in faft,. public JofTes 5 

H the 
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the French having had the art to inlUrc 
their moft valuaWp fliips, particularly the 
Indiamcn, by English policies— belides, 
that feyeral of the richeft captures were 
adlually freighted with confignmcnts to Eng- 
lifh merchant^, t 

But, fupppfing tliis. extraordinary fpirit of 
bounty flioujd become general among the 
Counjry C^Qn^tlemen, apd that, to, fupport a 
war which had totally loft the original ob- 
ject of revenue, fof which they had been 
tempted to engage in it ; fuppofing they 
were all. well inclined to a land-tax of fifteen 
fliillings in the poupd, a^d determined ta 
ovprfloysr the Exchequer with ^n extraordi^ 
nary redundance of profufion, yet would 
they be particularly happy that all that 
wealth fliocil^d be portioned Qut to fubfidifc 
Hanpyer^ Hefrc-Caflel, Hanau, Waldeck, 
Brandebourg-Anipachy andallthemercenaries 
of Germany ? Or that it ihouldjwhoUybe de- 
voted to latiate the monopolifing avarice of 
a Ruffian alliance? You have no force at 
J^ome— :you are almpftdefencelelg." » . 
Col. (Here he was. galled to order by Colonel 
^ T-ff-n-ll. Tuffqell for fpe^ng of th? defencel^s ftate 
^^^^t^^ S^f coiintry.) Col. T-ff-rn-ll {^\^^ the 
^f^^AJ^ox^ defencilejs was, to the laft degree, im- 
V 5^%/ •/proper and dift)rdei;Jy ; for that he himfelf 
/lad .the comniand at Dpver Caftle, oppofite 
G^ilais, where, though the country all about 
_ ^ ^ it 
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V/as rather Aat, he would not wnh lu^i. j 
word as iefeneelefs \o be fent from thathotifc 
to Paris, by any friend of Dr. Fi^ariklin's: 
And, as he was on his legs, he muft fay^ 
that word defemeUfs was doubly wrong, from 
the late' ftatc -of the camps ; where, in fpite 
of French fpies, there had been the u'tmoft 
difcipllne, unanimity, peace, iand qiiietnefs; 
except, indeed, fome defertidns, much 
nafcedneft,* frequent floggings, and feveral 
•duels. ' ^ t ) * 

>Mr. then proceeded, without any 
remafcrk on this interruption ; and, obferved, 
that €very petty Landgrave and MargravB 
had already been exhaufted ; they had no 
more Chafleurs, no more mercenary boors, . 
to fight, <ir father nof to fight, our battles. 
Ruffia is frozen up for feme months ; and, 
not improbably, the cdiirts of Berlin arid 
Vienna would fufficiently engage Her irf 
their Bavarian conteft ; or, at leaft,- hot 
ihake it advifelble for her to leffen the in- 
ternal- defence of a country furround^.with 
fuch powerful armies. As to the Fleet, hgw 
could it be recruited with failors or marines? 
Though even the fpirit of adventure could 
inftantly man every Privateer that had been, 
fitted out, yet the noble Lord at the head 
of the Admiralty had pretended to palliate 
his own incapacity and criminal negledt, by 
alledg;ing it was almo/l impoffible, ^yeu 

H z with 



Digitized by 



'( 52 ) 



with an extraordinary bcuntys and the ut- 
moft rigour of an Imprcfs and an Embai^o, 
to man the Royal Fleet— the fad: was, the 
minds of the people were obftinatejy bent 
;atgainft this American war; nay,. even againft 
a French war, when France became the pro* 
ted:or of America^ 

With fuch Minifters, fuch principlesp- 
fuch plans, fach internal refources, f«ch 
profpedts of alliance ; Gentlenien were now^ 
^called on to echo the Speech, to panegy* 
rize an Adminiftration too defpicabie for fa- 
tire, to plunge this devoted country in ag- 
gravated ruin, and, with a remorfelels dif- 
pair, to defolate what they had found impof* 
lible to fubdue. 

L-rd N^th. * Mr. Sp r, at the fame 

w^°!^ ^^^^ ^ agree with many Gentlena^ 

^ • who have fpoken in the courfe of this day's 
debate, that the prefent is a very feripus mo- 
ment of deliberation, I can by ao means 
^^^^join with them in thinking our lituation 
f^^^^.^s defperate, though, I confefe, it is diftrdT* 

f * As the Noble Lord was almoft the only Speaker on 

the fide of Admirtiflration, the Editor felt it the duty of 
ihipartiality, rfter giving fo rtiariy excellent tpeedies oa 
the oppcJite fide, ta cojledl this with particut^r accuracy, 
yrhich he was the better enabled to do, from the deliberate 
manner of its being delivered, ^nd the refpeflful attention 
Vi^ith <irhich it was received. 

Sir, 
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. Sir^ in all cafes of ^rc<V or dkficult^ 
ftliere is fome rcKcf to be tbund in compari- 
Son. Gcntlcmefl who hear me, will admit 
that this country, in former wars, has been 
acquainted with unfortunate events. The 
lofs of lome of our pofTeilionSy and the fai- 
lure of entcrprizes, marked tbe onfet of laft 
war. Commanders were uafuccefsfuU per- 
haps criminal 5 — I do no* mean to draw a 
comple;te analogy between that period and 
jthe prefent'-I only, mean to obferve, that 
th^e has been no dLfiiculty in modern times^ 
from which this Country bas not been able 
to extricate itfelf^ when rouzed by a fcnlfe 
of: -its wrongs, and detcrnained to vindicate 

its juftice, its dignity, and its honour. In 

faying this, I (hall be told by Gentlemen that 
we were indebted to a great Charader in the 
midft of oar misfortunes during the laft war^ 
and that, by his vigour and enttrprizing ge-- 
nius, this Country was extricated from iicr 
embarrafiing £tuation. I will join heartily 
in paying that tribute of truth to his memory 
Would to God that fuch a man were 
alive at this moment, to ftep forward with 
the full exertion of the ■ fame zeal, and the 
fame talents. I would yield to none as a 
fecond in the work, though I confeiS my ina^ 
bfliity to be employed as a firft. 

Sir; the Honourable Gentleman whofpoke 
Jaft, has gone over fuch a variety of ground, 

' ^ and 
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mrid has given fo large a hiiiory of the v?icr 
kednefs of^ Minifters during, the American 
war, .that the afperity With which he has de- 
livered it, would be a fufficient reafon for 
my fijence, did I not think it necelTary, from 
a duty I owe^ to this hpufe and to my Coun- 
try, to ^ive fome anfwers to aflcrti<xns which 
have lallen from him. 

Sir, * to the firft complaint, which the 
Honourable Gentleman makes, of the Minif-. 
ter's concealment from the Commiflioners of 
the removal of the troops from Philadelphia, 
I fhall only anfwer, that th^e importance o£ 
that proceeding required the niceft fecrecy; 
and (though I do not mean to fuggeft the 
leaft -idea difadvantagequs to the confidence 
of the Commiflioners) it is perhaps owing to 
thie fecret decifion upon that matter, that the 
removal of the fleet and army from the De- 
laware was fo timely, and fo eflPedu^ly exe- 
cuted. And I will add, that (whatever opi^ 
nions may have been conceived either by the 
Commifllioners or any other perfonsi) the 
events, *which have flnce happened, amply 

jufl:ify the wifdom of the meafurc-ns With 

refped: to the bad policy,, as fome Gentlemen 
liave called it, of opening a negotiation with 
ft retreating army,/ will any one tcli me, that, 
had your armyand navy been blocked up by 

f Lfird ?^-rth »|p Sir Q-i-y C— p-r's notfs, • 

'■ ■ ^ ' " ' Monf. 
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Monf. D'Eftalgn's fleet, with the profpeft 
of all. of the latter being utterly diftroyed in 
the Delaware, the Congrefs would have been 
-more inclined to treat with your Commif- 
fiqners, than when all were fafc at N^w- 
York?-— Were they- inclined to negotiate 
with Lord H^we and Sir William HJwc^ 
(Who had fufficient powers) at Philadelphia, 
after the receipt of the bills, and before the 
arrival of the new Commifliioners ? ■ 
>No, Sir --no appearances of reconciliation 
on the part of the Congrefs were fhewn at 
that time their . minds, worked up by 
their leaders to a fpirit of enthufiafm, in- 
dulged the expedtation of deftrudtion to our 
flefet, at leaft, from the powers of France, — 
I^qi free to confefs, Sir, that when I heard 
Mop{. D'Eftaign had arrived in America 
previous tq Admiral Byron, (whofe fleet had 
been fo ; unfortunately difperfed) I had little 
hopes from the temper and inclinations of 
the Congrefs, that they would be induced to 
treat ; until fome blow had been flruck, and 
that on our part, of a fuccefsful nature. -— 
My confidence was,, and flill is. Sir, in the 
people there at large^r groaning under the 
worft of ^ill tyrannies, involved in a ruinous^ 
and, I maintain, an unfucccfsful war; and 
driven by their corrupted leaders into a moft 
unnatural connexion with France ; I fayi 
Sir, if one fpark of,Uritifli fenfc and honour 

yet 
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fet remains^ if one drop of blood of thb 
country ftill flows in the veins of the Ame- 
jricans, tiiey will avail themfelves of our ti- 
l>erality, and return to their fprmer happy 
and enviable fabordination to this country. 

With refpeft to the Fleet of Viaiuallers^ 
which, the Honourable Gentleman obfer- 
ved, had a narrow c&ape from the Del** 
ware, it was fuppofed they had failed froni 
Corke, feme time before the orders were 
ferit from hence ^ for the evacuation of Phi^ 
ladelphia ; and it is very lucky they did not 
fail for New- York ; for, if they: had, they 
would have met vnth Monfieur D'Eftaigti 
there. 

It has been urged by the Hbnourabltf 
Gentleman, that the American war can be 
no longer made ofFenfive^ and therefore, if 
a dcfeni5ve one; has been adopted, why Mt 9 
leave a fufficicnt number of troops for the •» 
defence of New-York, Rhode-Ifland> Hali-^ 
fax, and the-FIoridas ? and ftrike fom^ 4 
blow at the French Settkments in the Weft* 
Indies. — Gentlemen will recoiled the littl* 
time that has elapfed fince the evacuation of 
Philadelphia, the attack and drfence of 
Rhode-Ifland, and the tranfadlions betweett 
Lord Howe s and D'Eftaign's Fleet, and 
they will fee how difficult it wa^ to.be at a 
great many places at the fame time. — Witk 
. refpcd to Dominica^ Sir, the I0& of it is 

certainly 
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certainly a misfortune, but, I truft, only a 
temporary one. There can be no blamb 
laid upon the Miniftcr§ for that event, be- 
caufe, in the very beginning of the war 
with France, Ihips were fent fufficient to 
make at leaft a fuperior force to the French 
in the Weft-Indies. 1 am aware of the 
force of the argument that will be made ufb 
of upon this occafion- — Gentlemen will fay. 
You have fo many places and pofTeffions to 
guards that many of them muft be vulnera- 
ble ; and therrfore it is impoffible to go ofi 
in a war with France and America at thfe 
fame time, with any rcafonable expeftations 
of fuccefs. — This argument wiH lead me t6 
enter a little into what I conceive to be ouf 
adual fituation at home and abroad. — With 
. rcfpeft to this country. Sir, it is protected 
by a fleet fuperior to the French. — It con'- 
tains, to the honour cf thofc who have fa* 
crificed domeftic eife to public ijiirif, a vet^ 
fine atmy, including the regulars, of 50,006 
ijien.~Your fhips of trade and mferchandifb 
have arrived f^e and unmolefted ; " wiitlft 
the Privateers and Letters of Marque- have 
made confiderable havock upon the property 
t^f our enemies. — ^Artd herfe I muft rehiarK 
upon two obfervations which hwe falieh 
from the Honourable Gentleman who fpoide 
laft.-^The firft, with rcfpedt to the number 
of failors who haVc entered on board thefc 

I ihipt 
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Ihips at a time when there was fo much difKr 
ciilty in manning the fleet, and which is-^ 
charge of ignorance in obtaining them up- 
on the Admiralty. ~ Sir, the bounty whicl> 
has been given to feamen by individuals, tp 
enter on board Privateers and Letters of 
JUarque, has been enormous — I have been 
told lo I.--15 1.— and 20 1. a-man. This^ 
with the expectation of the larger iliare of 
prize-money received by lelTer vejftels, has 
been a fufficient inducement to men to en- 
ter on board thofe ihips. -Upon the other 

obfervation, that the prizes we ^ave taken 
confift chiefly of Britifli property, and are 
^nfured here~l fhall only rernark, that th? 
.Merchant here who employs • French £hip- 
j>me and French navigation, in preference 
ito tbeJBri]tiih, ought to fuffer. But, Sir^ 
with refpe(^t to infurance, let i^s fee which 
jof t]ie two countries fufFers mpfl: on that 
.heacl^ — ^ The infurance upon French fhip^ 
^hoxneward tound has been very iiigh.~Up^ 
.on ithp French Indiamen^ I havj? heard, i<p 
high as 75 1, per c^t.. -r TKep, Sir, ^ this 
^bein^ tlie cafe, tKe Frencliowji^^arriyes 
^lafe in France, the Engliihman gets 75!. 
.per cent.r-If he is taken, he lfl^esJ^i^{ 2 c ^. 
^pcr cent* : whilft , his neighboijir ^ ^!bf r^s me 
j)riz5e entirely. — Surely, thierefop^,, Si^, tjais 
^cpuntry.has ic^rtainiy, waqh the/hgftr ll^ 
.'bargaia.~This, l^p^w^ver, Sir^," great as itf^ 
I i ' ' advantages 
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iaidvantages are, is no reafon nor no fncltice- 
mcnt with me for continuing the war. -- I 
am obliged to recur fo often to what has 
been faid, that I *beg pardon for deviating 
from the Crhief objeft, at leaft of my con- 
fidei^^ion — that of our • ^(fiual .fitdation at, 
home and abroad. — I have alresfdy faid. Sir, 
that we arc fufliciently defended by^ 6ijf -na^^ 
vy and army at home.— We have Certainly a 
greater fuperiority of both in North Ame- 
rica—of llnps in the Weft-Indies— fuperibr 
in the Eaft-Indi^s, and fhall be more fo ' 
when the fhips now ready to proceed thither,^ 
and with troops, are Arrived there. -- Sir, 
therd is wealth, I truft there is likewife' 
Ipirit enough in this country, to fupport us 
even in a more embarrafiing fituatioh "than 
ihe p^-^feht. ' And, though Gentlemen. may 
have wiflbed to impeach the fccurity of this 
country, I will fairly tell them, tK^t fucl> is 
the confidence, even ini the hour of her di^ - 
l¥re^Sf foreigners of all nations have given,' 
aiid'db givt, the preference to oiir funds^;^- 
the falling of -v^hich) immediately aftferilic' 
opfening-of tKfe laft budget, is ta be imputed-, 
eti^ril^^td the jobbing 6f a goodpurchafe 
at fow bar gaiti,' and- n<it to* a want of confi* - 
dewfie 'iW the- hatiodi . If could deduce many ^ 
reifbns-tcrTtiftif^tirtie in' tSiiV opihibrt y-- arid' I • 
chiiH tall Hifi^n thf* Dtit&h, ^as ^ l^ft poli- 
ticitos, • k Aippott \)f- it;^^ No^i - wilP 

I 2 I admit 
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I admit the profpeft of ruin to be before 
until I fee that the juftice of our cau/e has 
left us^ and that there no longer exifts that 
^al and bravery which have diftinguiflied 
die people of Great Britain, as fuperior tct 

the reft of the world -Sir,, a great deal 

lias been faid by Gentlemen (who haye in 
ipy idea gone over, ^mncceflarily at this time^j 
whole of the American war) with; refpe£l> 

tp the conduit of it. 1 believe^j even the, 

moft inveterate enemies Minifters may ha^ve,i 
will allow that there w;as tranfpoi^ted to x 
greater diftance, than ever was kpown be-?, 
lore^, the fineft ?irniy j that you fed^ and; 
maintained it at that, diftance ; and; thati^^ 
from its excellence and its fuperipri,ty, you^ 
had a right to expcdl the moft happy ad-^^ 
vantages. So far the bufinejfs, as it con^t ^ 
cpmcd Miniftry^ was well tranfaded. Butj^ 
^r^ then comes the queftion— were, the plan^,- 
apd the dire^ons to execute them wiferao4) 
pradicablc?^ — -I cannot but fay, ^ir, .fo»; 
my own part, and, as far as n^y Jpdgii^^n^^ 
went^ they were fo — -I do not mean to fug-p^ - 
g&ft any thing invidious towards ^e OfficiscSo 
to whom commands and re^onj&biUty ^^ffh 
dflegated^— — -I am not one of thQfe..w|i9]( 
f^fily condemp, certainly ppycr wil}, S 
have ju^ grom^dii for.dQiog^ ^Orr-^ qu5t 
Anny. and Navy h^ye npt dope in every 
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Parliament can enquire, caa approve, or ccn- 

fore* This however appears to me but a 

fccondary fubjed: for our confidqration. 

Sir, much has been faid w^ith refpcft td 
the Union of France and America, and the 
probability there is that Spain will foon bo 
a party in it. I will not rob many honour-^ 
able Gentlemen of the gift of prophecy^ of 
what Spain will do in this conjundlurc 
but. Sir, furely her intereft and her policy 
£hould be to refift the Independance of Ame* 
rica — She will never, by protecting reheUioft 
in our colonies, hold out encouragement to 
her own to follow their exanyple. It 1$ idlest 
Sir^ to indulge the idea of tiie Spaniih fet-r 
tiements in South America trading witb th« 
NprtIiAmeric?ins, by purchafing, with Spa^ 
fiifh Bullion, North American commodities*. 
The Court of Spain is much too wife, I 
think, to adopt fuch a meafure^. What,.Sir9, 
lyight be the confequence ? Ani intercoudb 
aod] tra(k between the extremies of th^t great: 
q^fttt ' q£ the globe might at laft hp unit^ 
b^ a centre^ ac^ cftaWilh thegre^tftft domi- 
liiotf ija tbe Worid,. For, time majt pro* 
di{ce 4aring flagitious char^c^ers in ^th^ 
cmtm^ni ajftji wJ^fe obj^iSl: it may be tor 
i^ftroy the f(«w<eignty t)£ Sp^n over hcff; 
<5QiwuftfiH^Nerther caaJagr^ 
men in ^nkiiigi thaj^ theiittion ofi^iKricftr 

- ' f fuppofe 
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foppofe that different religions,' Liberty and 
flavery, in fliort, that contrarieties can^form 
a fyftem, as admit that unity and harmony^ 
Can ever taft between France and America--- 
Neither oft the countries expe€t it—The one 
fopports, and the other ^receives>' merely for" 
the temporary purpofe- of diftreffing Great 

Bhtain ^France can have ho thoughts of 

aftablifhing herfelf in the Heart df America. 
Atid America will only- avail herfelf of the 
affiftance -of France, until (he is at 'peace 
tt-ith this Cou^ntry, 

111 the mean tiitie, however;' oiir exertions 
muft beof a powerful nature to refift this- 
tmriatural allianfce — And here, Sir; let me 
*ettirti'to' the confideration of what is proper^ 
tD'he 'donean confequence of hi^ M — ^ty's 
^eech. ^ 
i Sir> 'in giving' my entire approbati^>ri ta 
w}iatf4iiiS ' beert propofed hy the ftlonourabid* 
Geritleman in themotiop for thfe Addrefs, 
thift I fhall beibrgiven, if I fubmit to^ th^tf^ 
Houfe the necefiity there is at this time of 
vigour and firjrnnefs in all our piGceedings^^ 
i» order to gi vfe^ a fpirit to national' exertioH* ^ 
An6, J whilft we pegf et that oven our unani- ^ 
mitv^ krtd* liberal oSers have not been pro-^ 
dudive of peaceable accommbdation '/with ' 
America, I trtf ft that her dhgratitude may 
yet meet with>»the rycompttWQ^ luch a con- 
duct' has 4^ervdd : • ifi 'bokUttg^^ttt^ this doc« 
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trine-, I mean not to forget that Amierica is 
Hill the offspring of Great Britain : that 
when flie returns 'to her duty, fhe wiTT l3e 
received with open arms, and all her faulty 
be buried in oblivion. 

In a word. Sir, the period is arrived, wheft 
it is no longer a qucftion who is to be 
Minifter, who are to compofe a party, or 
who have been to blame, -Such difcuflion,s 
will not probably obtain convidion on either 
fide—The day is paft for reflexions oi> thof(^ 
who have been alledged to have given con-^ 
fidence to Infurgency, or bn thofe who have ' 
been faid to have provoked it. .. The objed: 
of your conflderation is now — ; — the falvation 
of your Country. 

For myfclf. Sir, I fhall no longer defire 
to rernain in my own fituation, than his 

TVfajefty, and this Houfe,* thinfc I can be ufe- 
ful in it. if any one Man will take it from 
me. He will relieve a>e'from the mofl: anxious 
tafks that any Miniller prpbably ever expe- 
rienced- But^ till then, Sir, I look to the 
fupport of tlijs houfe, and to that of all good 
Meq in 'defending and maintaining the glorj 

',an4.bbnour of Great Britain. 

Cdl. B^rre began Witli ' recounting his Cd. 
pfedidtioh.-7-I foretold in the out fet of jthe 
Apierican contell:, that yojirobftinacy Would 

^eftablifli independance of the colonies. " My 

*£r|lpf op^ecy was, that France wojuld join theii> 
' ^ " ' ' was 
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—was I wrong ?— -I will boldly hazard one 
predidtion more~I fay, Spain fooner or later 

will join both fuch arc the allies of 

America.-- Who are yours? The Onanda- 
gas, the Tufcaroras, and the Choftaws! 
Thefe are your copper coloured allies, that 
fix a (lain on the name of Britain ; and difgrace 
this country even in victory, as well ds de- 
fcat~I knew of thefe alliances, and their 
barbarities, fo early as the 8th of June laft^ 
1 have a letter from a friend of mine at 
Ponghkeepfie, of that date;~tbe Indians^ 
headed by Col* B-tl-r, began their rapine in 
Cherry Valleys, parties of Indians and Tories 
(fo my friend couples thofe blood-hounds of 
defolation) butchered the innocent inhabi- 
tants of Sacandago, and fpread ruin and car- 
nage through Mifii^nk-'-l am fure, CciL 
B-tl-r, (who is indeed a» gallant arid amia- 
ble an Officer as ever I knew, and I know 
him well) never would have embrued his 
hands in inAocent blood,- but that he kne^^ 
he muft facrifice his feelings to the fpecula- 
tive, I do not fay praftical, violence, of thfe 
American Secretary. Gen. C-rlt-n l6ft thb 
Noble Lord's favour by his abhorrence 6f 
the tomahawk and the fcalping knife: --have 
not we tried thofe fatanic inftrumcnts ot 
death too long ? Is the whole of Mifs Md^ 
ereas race to be facrificed ? Not one imiocent 
babe left unbutchered to lifp out thi^ of 
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that devoted, that ynhlppy family ? Of 
whom are we now to enquire for any official 
documents of your war ? I fee no Secretary 
of War in this houfe ? Does the Americstii 
Secretary monopolize and confolidate all* 
warlike bufinefs ? I hope not, ■ 

Sir, I beg pardon for the heat which I find 
rifing within me~but the inexorable hour' 
of vengeance is not far diflrant; the heavy 
load of black'and bloody §uilt will fink yott' 
all. —The time will come when the thundef 
of the cannon will be heard at your walls* 
Examples will be made. The Tower and the 
Block muft expiate the crimes of Minillers. 
The voice of truth will be heard. The Ru-* 

bicon is paflcd, • Sir, what is the 

comparative ftate of the revenues of France, 
and of this country ? Monf. Neckar, 4 very- 
able and a very amiable man, has, I under- 
itand, found taxes, and not opprefiive ones^ 
for two years 5~is that a faft ?— The reve^ 
liue of this country is diminiflied— it has 
been gradually fo during this deteftable war 
—will Mimfters deny it ? Good God, Sir, 
^hat a ftate are we in ? Dominica loft !— 
Sir, Monfieur Bonille was once my particu- 
lar friend— Sir, he is returned to Fratice fcfr 
fi*e(h powers and orders— look to your Weft- 
fndfa fettl^ments, callous as we are, vtre can^ 
liot bobr^hc Iof| of them. 
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Sir, I am aftoniflied at the blind credu- 
lity of Miniftry— can they be fo very fimple as 
to truft to vague compliments again ft thefe 
decifiye words of the Pafte de Famille, the 
Family Compaft, " Qui attaque une couronnc^ 
attaqde i'autre (I tranilate for the country 
Gentlemen) whoever attacks one crown at- 
tacks the other> I know Count Almo- 
dovar— I was introduced to him by my old 
frieiidy Don Francifco BuccarcUi :~I never 
riiall forget dinking with him at a kind of 
Table d'H6te^ in a tavern oppofite the lEf- 
curjal;*-as chance would have it, many 
more iliuftrious charadlers dinc^ with u» 
that day s there was the Count j his ;^iieS', 
cpufin, and myfelf, on one fide oif 
—Count Cobentzel, and Baron tU' 
(who were then on their travels), am. 
de Chartixs (who hjad juA conlp irpxri 
fat €>ppofifc 10 us~Monfieur de Sartin^ 
come in. the Duke''§ vi^ a vis) vvasi 
of the table ; and we put ^uccar^H, in the; 
cl^k--;— ^we ha^ aq excellent d^^ 
wine was good-»-andc y^t toafted the'rlvl^^ 
bwutiesr in ^bumperS: pf P^ckerettiT-ti^gi^ 
I was notii^ far g0Q§-^ut 1. can. very 
member wl>at Alni9dpvair w^iilpeyed, ui my^. 
car, whii?^^ CQb^:^fl and Reidfdale ^V^rC| 
drinking' Maxamilia^i, Jofeph of Bavaria^^ 
health. Colonel (fays he) Jl cdte fe vottQ 
J^rtmdura eke mlto^^f^ won't tranilate it. I 
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feel th? refpedt due to Amba^dors.— 3ut, 
will MIniftry anfwer a plain quef^ion ? I pu^ 
it roundly, becaufe | aik for a pofitive an-J 
Aver— Is there no treaty now on the tapis to 
c?de Gibraltar, or Port Mahon ?— 1 fay, th? 
neutrality of Spain is to be truckect for by^ 
the dilmembrjng this country of its beft pof-^ 
felHons. — H^re he proceeded to read variety 
of Gazetie^, American News-paj)?rs, twd or 
threp Treaties,' letters froni gallant Officer? 
iq all p^^ts oif t^? ^YO.^^i accounts of C^-n- 
t-n S retreat ; tran^ilipn? o/ Lord* H-we, 
and Monf. D'Eftaign ; Alderr^iarO Pjiyer'^ 
letter—affair at Rhode Ilkpd, &c. &cc. &c. 

v^ent alfo into a iftring pf iirnilar fui;n[iiie?, 
recogiiij^ed various , indnp^at^s i^i Eutope, 
4 iia, ^Africa, aind America, and interiperfea 
^^l^e' whole with a qiuuipHcify'of 'an?cdbte?f, 
proverbs, quotations, n>er^ages ^ijd'bon'mot^ 
r-QoncJudCng, th^t having thqn read to the 
feoufe all the various p^p^r^ he hirnicJJ could 
collect, he fpupd it ^^^^pff^rx ^.9 ^^^^^^ yptc 
for th^ Ap^endaieat, the only w^y to gpt 
at nio^e. . ; , 

M,r. IT. 5(-ry t)bfefy9d, that xp^ny Gen- 
t^enien had deviated fifPin tliebul^^^isimme- , 
4^tely before the boufe, y'^l^giph, in his opi- 
nion, was merely this : Whether this hbufe 
Wi|l or wil^ not fupjpp?| ^li^ M— r;— y, ai^d the 
exwutke powejTs of government, m the eo'* 
deavours t^ re9ai the Americans to pibedienc^^^ 

and 
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(uid to punifh the natural enemies of this 
country ? * That his own opinion was de- 
termined by a conviftion of the neceflity, in 
this hour of difficulty and diftrcfs, for exer- 
tion and firmnefs Much has been faid of 
the wealth ^nd refourccs of France in gom-^ 
parifon of thofe of England. I can only fay. 
Sir, from all the obfervations I have been, 
able to make, that France is, with refpeft 
to its finances, certainly an impoveriihed 
country. It has not yet recovered the im-» 
preffion made by the laft war ; and, what-^ 
ever Gentlemen miay think, neither Monf. 
Ncckar (whopi J very much refpedl) nor 
any other perfon, will be able, at leaft for a 
great length of time, to overturn the old 
mode of attainment of French nioney ; I 
mean. Sir, by the vehicle of xh&tFermitrs 
Ceneraux. It muft be a minifter of great 
?:ourage indeed, and a King of Terrors', that 
will new model the Frenph finances ; ncvf 
taxes may be impofed^ but I piuch doubt of 
the coUcdtion of them. When a good con-» 
trad has been long in poffeffipr?, it is too 
fweet to refign eafilyj and the Fermnrs 
Cenerfaux are too important to be offended, 
(fpecially, when the ilate is neceffitated to 

♦ Wfrilft Mr. St-.y was fpcaking, Mr, "B-p^g ^ 
inaking numerical criticifms on the ftate of the Houfe, 
which Mr, R-b<^rlf had done before, with his ufual af-^, 
^^Hity I and^tdftaken his place at the door accordingly. 
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have recourfe to their afliftance. In faying 
this, I give full credit to Monf. Neckar for 
his attempt to improve the revenue of 
France, and that too, when the attempt is 
furrourided with fo much difficulty and dan- 
ger. The revenue of this country, Sir^ 

Has not fufFered by the American ^ar j the 
furplufes of the finking fund, are as great 
as during the ftate of perfedt peace with 
America, Othef countries have taken from, 
us thofe manufadlures which we exported 
before with bounties to America. 

As I think Britain is ftill equal to refift, 
and, I truft, to fubdue all its Enemies, I 
am clearly for the Motion which has been 
propofed, and fcconded, by the honourable 
Gentlemen, with fo much credit to them- 
felves, and with fo particular a defert o£ 
the approbation q£ their Country. 

Gen. C-n—y. Mr, Sp r, I beg par- 
don for troubling the Houfe with one fliort 
word. Sir, at this late hour of the night. 
Sir, when there are many Gentlemen ve 

defirous and much more capable than 

am, of fpeaking—upon fo material— fo ini^ 
' portant— fo comprehenfive a bufinefs—I ma; 
fay. Sir— -as that which now immediatel 

comes before us-^for our deliberation. ^ 

In doing this. Sir — in offering my poor 
fentiments— upon this matter. Sir — own, 
J feel fome degree of warmth, at the fii* 

pinenffs 
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pincnefs— at the coolnefs - I may fay — of the; 
Minifters in fo dangerous — fo hazardous— 
and, God knows, probably fo deftruflive ai^ 

hour And, Sir, I hope J may fu^ge{^ 

my thoughts at fo critical a period, wlien, 
indeed, all Europe and America are con-J 
vuh^ed— and (liaken— by the imbeciili^, th^ 
inattention, and the indecilion of Minifies ^ 
who have fo fupinely, fo cooly,, smi^ip in- 
decifively fat wit/j their hands before th^fn^ 
waiting for events— and contingencibs — — in| 
laying this. Sir, — i mean not to throw any 
reflexion upon any of them— Moft of tliem I 
know to be men of honour and ability— 
Dttt, Sir, I beg pardon. Sir, for taking lip the 
time of the houfe. Sir ; I think the momen^ 
is paft vvfben aiiy fyftem can prevail; \ mean^ 
on the part of this country over Am^ripo^^ 
Your Weft-India Iflands are uTiprotedtedi— 
.Dominica, is gone — Who knows but Jai^cac 
is gone too t What force have you at An-^ 
tigua ? I underftand. Admiral Barringtpn 
^one from Barb-adoes. What is to becom? 
of St. Vincents and Grehada ? Gooci God ! 
Sir, will the Natiop fit ftill under thefe ap^ 
prehenfions ? Have Minifters taken care oj^ 
Ireland? Does the Noble Lord underneath 
me know the ftate of Guernfey and Jcrfcy ? . 
Will they be able to refift Count Broglic^ 
with 50,000 pafa? Is your. Iprce^p^j^ 
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larly at Jerfey, equal to refiftance — Sir, at 
this moment, I tremble for Jerfey^. 

In one ftiort word, Sir, I beg pardon— 
I do trull in God, Sir... in the King.. .Sir, 
and in the fpirit of this unhappy Nation, Sir, 
that we fhall be relieved from thele dreadful 
abprehenfion, and difficulties, and that wc 
fhall fee once more, Peace, Harniony, and 
Wifdoni, refume their order in this country, 
in the (lead of weaknefs, irrefolution, waver- 
ing foJly, abfurd doubts, and indecifion. 
Sir. ' 

Mr S-^-6^"ge, . — Exaniple-- impeach- 
mcht — axes —Tower blood — Sifter lyiac- ^"Sy^ 
-'-ly— republicanifm-— Wafliington, gtt^tQ{t/au^^^ 
inari in the world — will be heard— tyrznny^^ /v? 
at Warley- Common— militia men turned tc^j^^n-/^ 
road pioneers — undermining trees fand ia 
b"read--wafte of povirder-'-Middiefe^ ele£tioa 
— vaft expehce of flints*-, triennial parlia- 
ments — body poliuc ill humours ftate-' 
furgeons — example axes Tower blood 
— ■ Da Capo) 

^ Therqueftion being nqw called for with 
moll ylotent iii^pati^ the Houfe prepa- 
red io 'divide. " The Editor cannot but. 
lament ihat the elo(juence of die .d^y is 
cfrmprifeaMe. in fo fn^alf a, compafs.-rHe re- 

^^^i^/B' G— i d- — — Vis feoferrior ot ft. — (^uery, 

grets ^ 
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grets^ with many others, the filence of* 
thofe who might have been fuppofed, from 
attachment, from principle, and a fenfe of 
honour, to have taken a more decided part- 
in the debate. Probably it might be con- 
lidered too fevere to impute the condudt of 
thofe Gentlemen to the precarioufilefs of the 
times, to the expectation of new Admini- 
llrations, or to the fretfulnefs of |in infa- 
tiablc avarice of wealth and power. 

Little more remains to add, thian that 
the Houfe having become very clamorous 
for a divifion, at half paft three the queftion 
on the Amendment being put, the motion 
was rejeded by a majority of 261 to 14S. 
Tellers for the Ayes/ Mr T. T — ^nd and 

Mr B — ng — ^for the Noes, Sir G — ^y C r 

and Mr C T nd. — The main 

queftion being then put, the original Ad- 
drefs was carried in nearly the lame pro- 

^ Immediately after the divifibn, the H-^-e 
were much aftoniftied at Mr^— s T-rn- 
-r s calling their attention to a moft libel- 
lous, nefarious, and enormous pamphlet^ 
entitled Anticipation^ calculated to mifre- 
prefent the debates, and vilify the proceed- 
ings P t > obfenring, that the pub- 
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iicatibn of llonourable Gentlemen'is fpeech- 
es before they could poflibly have been fpo- 
ken, was infinitely more dangerous to the 
i conftitution thaii miftaking them after they 
jhad adtually been delivered ; as not only the* 
public were thereby much more likely to 
De deceivedy but many country Gentlemei^ 
were moft illegally hiu||ied up to town be- 
fore the time, to the gteat annoyance of 
themfelves and cattle. Befides, what ftruck 
iat the very heart-ftrings of debate, many 
jgood fpeeches were marred thereby, and 
Honour^le Gentlemen ftopt from repeating 
iheir own wot-ds, left ihcy fliburd authenti- 
tate the faid publication. 

For all which reafons, he humbly moved^ 
that the Publifher of a pamphlet, entitled. 
Anticipation^ be immediately taken into cuf- 
tody by a Meffenger of this Houfe, toge- 
ther with all papers in his (hops and ware- 
houfes, in order that this Houfe may be en- 
abled to difcover the Author or Authors of 
this very black confpiracy. He moved al- 
io, that the feveral ftatutes againft forgery, 
coining, and uttering, knowing to be falfe, 
fcyeftallers, and r^graters, &c, &c. be forth- 
with all read. And further But, the 
laughter having now become intenfe, the 
remnant of his oratbry was cut ftiort by a 
moft clamorous repetition of Adjourn^ Ad- 
Journ } fo that it was impoffible for the E. 

L ditor 
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iJitor to colled the refult of this nmport^nt 
motion. 

And then the Houfe adjourned till the 
morning, nine of the clock. 
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